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The Month 


COLONIZATION vs. IMPERIALISM 


ONE cannot dismiss the Italian claims 
for land as wholly unjustified. One must bear in 
mind Italy’s urgent need to find an outlet for her 
excess population. Italy is a country of 119,000 
square miles with a population of 43 million. In 
other words, a population amounting to one third 
that of the United States is pressed into a terri- 
tory approximately one half the size of Texas. 
Although Italy appears fifth on lists indicating 
density of population in the European continent, 
it actually has the densest population of all Euro- 
pean countries because only 42% of its land is 
cultivable and more than 50% of the Italians de- 
rive their living from the soil. As the decreased 
Italian birth-rate is compensated for by a de- 
creased mortality rate, Italy enjoys an actual an- 
nual increase of about one half million. The 
question of more territory is not only political but 
economic. Of the Italian colonies—Libya, Eri- 
trea and Italian Somaliland—only Eritrea is suit- 
able for colonization. But even Eritrea, accord- 
ing to recent estimates, will be able to support, 
when fully developed, a white population of only 
one half million. 


These facts naturally do not justify the forcible 
seizure of Ethiopia. They do suggest the rele- 
vance of another procedure. Italy should be able 
to make one demand of the League of Nations— 
it should be able to ask the right to emigrate to 
undeveloped countries such as Australia or South 
Africa, which belong to members of the League 
of Nations. There is room in South Africa; there 
is room in the French and Dutch colonies. If 
these countries were to remove their present re- 
strictions on emigration, Italy’s problem would be 
solved. No one could deny the justice of such a 
demand on the part of Italy. There is a pro- 
found difference between peaceful settlement and 
imperialistic occupation which seeks to conquer 
and exploit a native population. The Zionist re- 
construction of Palestine has shown a new ethic 
of colonization. It is interesting in this connec- 
tion to note that the Spanish delegate at the last 
session of the Assembly of the League of Nations 
took occasion to stress the historic international 
significance of the “peaceful settlement”’ of Pales- 
tine. A civilized redistribution of territories and 
national resources is as inevitable as a fundamen- 
tal redistribution of economic goods. Only 
through such a redistribution can the world be 
spared the imminent holocaust of imperialist war. 
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NEUTRALITY 
INTERNATIONAL law in regard to 


mandated territories obliges England not to in- 
volve Palestine in any war in which she becomes 
engaged. Palestine is not a part of the British 
Empire. Palestine has no military service for its 
citizens and is unaffected by conscription in Eng- 
land. Should Italy attack Palestine, the aggressor 
would come into conflict with all the members of 
the League, paradoxically enough, with Italy it- 
self, since Italy is one of the signatories of the 
Mandate. England is under grave obligation to 
respect the neutrality of Palestine. Practically, 
this means that Palestine should not be used as a 
base for war supplies which would involve her 
actively in the conduct of the war. England can- 
not conscript Palestinians; she should not accept 
volunteers of Palestinian stock, either Arab, Jew- 
ish or Christian. The population of Palestine must 
cooperate with Great Britain in the economic de- 
velopment of the country. It is under no obliga- 
tion to become embroiled in a British war. 


ARABS AND ITALY 


MR. ASAF’s article in this issue of Jew- 
ish Frontier states that there is an Arab party 
which advocates pro-Italian affiliations in the 
event of a war between Italy and Great Britain. 
No Arab who thinks realistically has grounds, de- 
spite the bitterest opposition to England and 
Zionism, to affiliate himself with Italy regardless 
of any Italian promises. Everybody knows per- 
fectly well that should Italy get the upper hand 
in the Near East, Palestine will not be proclaimed 
an independent Arab country but will be turned 
into an Italian colony. The persistent dream of 
Italian imperialism is to dominate Syria and Pal- 
estine. It must also be remembered that the status 
of an Italian colony would mean the swift Italian 
colonization of Palestine. Every day would see 
the arrival of fresh boatloads from Sicily. An 
Italian majority would be a reality in a very short 
period. Arab threats to ally themselves with Italy 
should not be taken too seriously. They are means 
of getting concessions from England rather than 
evidence of an actual deep pro-Italian sympathy. 


JEWISH COMMUNISTS IN PALESTINE 


For a brief period war rumors affected 
the economic life of Palestine. Some banks re- 
fused credits to builders. and cooperatives. The 
result was temporary stagnation especially in the 
building industries. Symptoms of unemployment 
began to appear in Haifa and Tel Aviv. This 
unemployment did not reach such proportions as 
to become a serious problem, but Jewish com- 
munists decided to exploit the situation for their 
own ends. They staged a demonstration in Tel 
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Aviv demanding bread or work from the munici- 
pality. The grand total of some 20 demonstra- 
tors were asked by the Jryah (municipality) to 
register so that work might be found for 
them. None of these gentlemen agreed, for 
the adequate reason that all of the agitators were 
already employed. The communists will prob- 
ably have no further opportunity to continue these 
tactics because the situation is improving daily. 
The panic is receding; banks are sound; and credit 
for worthy enterprises is available. The Hista- 
drut and the municipalities have embarked on ex- 
tensive new building projects. Short of critical 
developments in the next few months, work should 
proceed at a good pace. It was gratifying to note 
the fine morale of the country despite the talk of 
war. There has been no emigration induced by 
panic. On the contrary, hundreds of new immi- 
grants continue to arrive steadily. 


WHAT WE NEED 


THERE is a new labor settlement on the 
site of the ancient city of Samaria near Nahalal. 
Every new labor colony in the land is welcome but 
this colony is a specially happy omen. Most of 
the fifty young members of the new settlement are 
children of the original settlers of the adjoining 
colony of Nahalal. The variety of satisfactions 
legitimately to be derived from this group of boys 
and girls is almost disproportionate to the size of 
the venture. There is the obvious satisfaction of 
facing the concrete phenomenon of a second gen- 


eration in the land—children of pioneers, native~ 


Palestinians prepared to continue the work of re- 
clamation. There is the pleasure of realizing that 
time has not been sterile, that the population has 
taken root in the only vital and enduring way. 
Perhaps the profoundest satisfaction of all comes 
from the consciousness that these young people 
are not merely continuing the upbuilding of Pal- 
estine passively, through their existence, but ac- 
tively, along the pattern heroically traced by their 
fathers. This free determination of the children 
of a moshav is the greatest possible tribute to the 
spiritual power of the cooperative way of life. 
Here there can be no question of romantic illu- 
sions which fail the test of reality. No one knows 
the discipline as well as the comradeship of a 
cooperative settlement better than these boys and 
girls. It is well to learn that the cooperative as a 
practical form does not depend on the extreme 
idealism of a:chosen few gathered from various 
countries—that it has validity for a less rigidly 
select and more accidental grouping. The na- 
tional worth of a workers’ settlement may be 
gathered from a melancholy comparison. The 
children of the plantation owners of Rosh Pina 
and other colonies, left Palestine for the urban 
delights of Paris or Alexandria. There was noth- 
ing in their environment to keep them from this 
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essential treason. The children of Nahalal, how- 
ever, have not even gone as far as Tel Aviv. 
Instead of working for 80 piastres a day in the 
“big city”, they have chosen to remain on the 
land. Palestine needs more like them! 


THE PROFITS ARE TOO HIGH 


/ 

WE are greatly disturbed by the 1934 re: 
port of the Palestine Electric Corporation. That 
splendid enterprise founded with the aid of Zion- 
ist national capital is doing entirely too well. With 
an outlay of only £119,681 it last year reaped an 
income of £363,000 which, after a distribution of 
a tidy 742% dividend among its shareholders, has 
netted a relatively enormous sum of £70,000 set 
aside for the reserve fund. Obviously the profits 
of the Palestine Electric Corporation are too high. 
This situation becomes disquieting when one takes 
into consideration that the cooperative in Emek 
Hefer could not for the last three years afford 
electric power, owing to the steep rates. It be- 
comes particularly menacing when one realizes that 
industry in Palestine has to fight a hard battle for 
survival. Eretz Israel, since it is a country without 
coal and wood, depends almost entirely on elec- 
tricity for its motor power. Under these circum- 
stances, greed for large profits in the electric 
monopoly constitutes a grave threat to Jewish 
mass-colonization. We hope that the Zionist 
Executive will be in a position to adopt the nec- 
essary measures for effecting a reduction in elec- 
tric rates. Excessive profits which interfere with 
the life-needs of a people should neither be con- 
doned nor tolerated. The welfare of the Jewish 
masses must be made paramount to the interests 
of any private or semi-private corporation. 


THE LEAGUE REVIEWS THE MANDATE 


THE recent assembly of the League of 
Nations discussed the report on Palestine of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission. The debate 
on this report sheds a gratifying light on the atti- 
tude of many of the members of the League to- 
wards Zionism. An understanding appreciation 
of Jewish efforts is fortunately not limited to 
Jews. Christian Lange, the Norwegian delegate, 
urged that Jewish immigration to Palestine be in- 
creased because the country’s absorptive power had 
not been exhausted. Delegates from Latvia, Spain, 
France and Switerland concurred in the demand 
for a larger Jewish immigration on the grounds 
that it meant prosperity for the entire population 
of Palestine. Such expressions of sympathy with 
Zionist colonization are not idle phrases. They 
indicate that many members of the League of 
Nations have an intelligent grasp not only of 
Jewish but of general Palestinian requirements. 
That the delegates are not swayed by sentiment 


. is clear from their discussion of the effect of Jew- 
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ish immigration on the Arab population. Lange’s 
conclusion that “generally speaking, Jewish immi- 
gration into Palestine is beneficial to the poor 
Arabs” is worth noting. The degree to which 
the League members are interested in the Arab 
reaction to their new “prosperity” is shown by 
the report of the Permanent Mandates Commis- 
sion. One member asked specifically whether the 
Arabs were beginning to establish a causal rela- 
tion between the influx of Jews and their im- 
proved economic conditions. The answer of Mr. 
Moody, Assistant Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Palestine, was realistic, if not unduly en- 
couraging. He stressed the fact that there were 
enlightened individuals who appreciated the eco- 
nomic benefits derived from Jewish settlement, 
and that consequently there had been some amelio- 
ration in the political and moral situation. But, 
warned Mr. Moody: “gratitude is not a very 
common sentiment in politics.” The delegates 
showed a sensitive awareness of the natural polit- 
ical and national ambitions of the Arabs. That 
with this comprehension of the many difficult and 
delicate problems involved, so many urged an in- 
creased Jewish immigration should reassure the 
most squeamish of the essential justice and neces- 
sity of this demand. One must hope that in time 
many more Arabs will establish the ‘causal rela- 
tion” between their well-being and peaceful Jew- 
ish colonization. One must also expect that the 
Mandatory Power will treat the recommenda- 
tions of the League members with adequate seri- 
ousness. 


FREEDOM OF THE AIR 
Is RADIO censored?” asks Mr. Henry 


Adams Bellows who was a member of the original 
Radio Commission. His answer in Harper’s for 
November is ‘“‘Yes.”” Radio, he argues, is censored 
by the Federal Communications Commission 
through interference with the quality and content 
of programs and the threat of refusal to renew li- 
censes. It is inevitably censored by broadcasters 
themselves due to the limitation of stations and 
broadcasting time. But there exists a type of radio 
censorship which is neither inevitable nor just aes- 
thetic in its direction. In a radio speech over 
Station WEVD, Miss Minna F. Kassner, who is 
conducting a survey of radio censorship for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, pointed out how 
the machinery of censorship is actually practised 
in our privately-owned radio system. Pacifism, 
labor strikes, class-struggle brutality, vested inter- 
ests, and the medical vocabulary of social diseases 
have been the taboos of broadcasters. Labor per- 
haps suffers more than any other group. Legisla- 
tion introduced in Congress by Representative 
Byron Scott of California would require each sta- 
tion, as a condition of its license, to set aside reg- 
ular periods for uncensored discussion of y-ublic, 
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social, political and economic problems on a non- 
profit basis. It would demand that a station pre- 
sent every controversial issue with an additional 
opposing view. It would clear stations, though not 
speakers, of responsibility for remarks in the pro- 
gram. It would compel stations to keep accurate 
and public records of all applications for time with 
explanations both on what was granted and refus- 
ed. All this may not accomplish simon-pure ‘“‘free- 
dom of the air,” but it would create an exciting at- 
mosphere of contemporary ideas which the radio 
lacks and can acquire. As in the case of the press 
and the movie, the amount of inherent civil liberty 
and decency in the radio will continue to be a con- 
commitant of property interests and the cultural 
average, but the Scott bills can establish at least a 
kind of Hyde Park reservation for radio polemics. 
How would the most learned censors, for exam- 
ple, mitigate the “Curse of Jewish Comedians” 
which Mr. Montor deplores elsewhere in this is- 
sue of Jewish Frontier? In the final analysis only 


total social reconstruction, and for Jewish come- . 


dians, only an audience of matured self-respecting 
Jews, is the answer. 


YANKEE NONCONFORMIST 
THE native state of David Henry Tho- 


reau has discovered a dangerous and seditious en- 
emy in Carleton Nichols, aged eight. Until lately 
Carleton has sat in a third-grade desk learning 
the rudiments of culture afforded the children of 
Lynn, Massachusetts. When Miss Yvonne 
Brooks, his teacher, called on her class to rise 
and salute the flag, Carleton declined. So did 
two visiting adult friends of Carleton, his father 
who is a member of the religious sect known as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mr. Edward H. James, 
a nephew of the novelist, Henry James. Mr. 
Pashby, the principal, himself ordered the three 
nonconformists to stand but again the trio refused. 
Nor would the men leave the public building until 
the police removed them by force. Even in the ab- 
sence of adult moral support, the child once more 
declined his teacher’s invitation to salute his flag, 
basing his refusal on the ground that all man- 
made symbols were “‘the work of the devil.’’ Car- 
leton’s fellow-conspirators were put on $200 bail 
each and the Lynn school authorities threw down 
the gauntlet against the latest exhibition of Yan- 
kee dissent. Rights of conscience and belief in 
Lynn, Massachusetts, aside, we would experimen- 
tally recommend the kid to a ducking in Walden 
Pond. But he might like that Yankee baptism too 
well and it would be safer to take Mr. Roger 
Baldwin’s advice to have him not expelled, but 
kept in school where the business is, after all, 
educating eight-year-olds. With a Manichean 
philosophy of nationalism, young Carleton should 
at least make (what no teacher can afford to re- 
gret) an attentive student of his country’s history. 
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SALVATION BY STATISTICS 


THE American Jewish Committee and 
the B’nai B’rith have for long been possessed of 
statistics revealing the puny part which Jews have 
played in communism — German, American or 
Russian variety. Certain of our leading financiers 
have been most anxious that the country be de- 
luged by these revelations. They were held back 
by the wise fear that the public might suspect these 
protestations and perhaps be made a bit too Jew- 
conscious. Therefore, the proper occasion and 
the proper auspices were awaited. Mr. Hitler 
provided the occasion by repeating the charge that 
Jewish elements predominated in the communist 
movement and Mr. B. C. Vladeck provided the 
auspices of the Jewish Labor Committee. The 
general press will be asked to acquaint the public 
with any or all of the following attestations: 

1. no Jew was included among the 31 Com- 

munist Deputies in the Reichstag of 1933 

2. the Jews were mainly affiliated with the 
liberal democratic parties 
3. Jewish leaders appealed to the Jews for 

Hindenburg against Hitler and Thael- 

man 
4. Jewish owned Berliner Tageblatt and 

Frankfurter Zeitung were bitterly opposed 

to Communism 

5. while the Communist vote reached 
6,000,000 there were altogether 300,000 
Jews of voting age 

6. Ryckoff, Kalinin, Stalin, Dimitroff, and the 
late Lenin were not Jews 

7. only 2.6% of the Petrograd Communists 
party in 1918 were Jews 

8. only 2 of the 36 Commissars of Soviet 

Russia are Jews (by birth) 

9. the Jews were among the economic class 

which was most violently attacked by the 

Bolsheviki. 

The Joint Committee, Vladeck speaking, goes 
on to say that Hitler’s attack on bolshevism is a 
cloak under which the Nazi Government has rob- 
bed the German people of their rights, destroyed 
the labor unions and religious freedom. While 
he is on this realistic note we wonder why Mr. 
Vladeck does not also say that while the facts are 
as they are, the right of Jews to join the Com- 
munist Party or any legitimate party is inviolable. 
One wonders if this heavy insistence that Jews 
are not communists may not be unctious and 
short sighted when not accompanied by the clear 
and honest admission that they have a perfect 
right to be communists? Are we not undermin- 
ing a chief democratic bulwark of minority rights, 
when we thus implicitly deny the right to hold 
certain political doctrines? And what about the 
future, if the world goes communist? Who will 























eat these statistics in that event? It is very difh- 
cult to indulge in apologetic statistics without fall- 
ing into the time of the popular ditty: “What's 
the reason I’m not pleasin’ you?” 
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NAZI VIRUS IN AMERICAN ATHLETICS 


‘THE most recent phase of controversy 
on American participation in the World Olympics 
has taken an alarming turn. To protests by mem- 
bers of the Amateur Athletic Union that present- 
day Germany is the one country in the world in 
which an atmosphere of fair play is impossible, 
many American sport leaders have replied in an 
amazing manner. Ignoring the charges that Jew- 
ish, Catholic, and Protestant athletes cannot meet 
in Berlin without being subjected to insult and that 
the very reports sent by visiting newspapermen 
will be distorted by Hitler censorship, American 
Olympic officials have adopted the tactics of Nazi- 
dom to save the games for Germany. Mr. Fred- 
erick W. Rubien, secretary of the American Olym- 
pic Committee has the effrontery to deny that 
there is any race persecution in Germany. He 
even offers the bland assertion that ‘Germans 
are not discriminating against Jews in their Olym- 
pic try-outs.”” And though it is common knowl- 
edge that the Olympic scene will “be dominated 
by the Fuehrer’s 249 foot tower” and that the 
event is being deliberately exploited to further 
Nazi politics, Dr. Joseph E. Raycroft, vice-presi- 
dent of the American Olympic Committee, de- 
fends holding the Olympiad in Berlin by arguing: 
“Olympic sports should not be used as a weapon 
in political affairs”. In the same shameless tone 
Mr. Avery Brundage, chairman of the American 
Olympic Committee, supports having the meet in 
a Germany which seeks to infect the entire world 
with race animosities by issuing the incredible 
statement that ‘. . . We will not tolerate the use 
of clean American sport as a vehicle to transplant 
Old World hatreds into the United States.”” Gen- 
eral Charles H. Sherrill, American member of the 
International Olympic Committee, went Brundage 
one better. According to the General’s own ac- 
count, he travelled to meet Hitler for the grand 
“purpose of getting at least one Jew on the Ger- 
man Olympic team.” Since the General succeeded 
in obtaining two, the Jewish world, presumably 
should feel gratified. Pleased with this great 
achievement for the Hebrew race, Sherrill takes 
the liberty of issuing a “warning” to American 
Jewry not to be too strong in its agitation against 
Hitler Olympics. The self-styled “pro-Jewish 
American,” who numbers among his best friends 
“the most prominent Jews in New York” (we 
wonder who they are), frankly justifies the poli- 
cies of Nazidom by preaching that the Jewish 


hand ‘‘was overplayed in Germany before the pres- 
ent suppression and expulsion of the Jews were 
undertaken.”’ Following up this assertion, he con- 
fidently predicts that if Jews overplay their hand 
in America “‘we are almost certain to have a wave 
of anti-Semitism” and that “‘the anti-Semitism re- 
sulting here, might last for years.” Wise Jews 
should therefore take notice and behave. 


These modes of argumentation strikingly re- 
veal how widespread anti-Semitism has become in 
American life. The impudent denial that there is 
discrimination against Jews in Germany; the 
brazen charge that opposition to Hitler’s interfer- 
ence with fair play is only a matter of “‘politics;” 
the monstrous claim that American protest at 
Nazi hatred is a device designed for transplanting 
Old World animosities into the United States; the 
anti-Semitic pretense that controversy about the 
place where the Olympic events are to be held is 
merely a Jewish affair; and the “friendly” warn- 
ing on the consequences of Jews’ overplaying their 
hand ;—all are verbatim reproductions of official 
Nazi propaganda. Even more ominous is the Gen- 
eral’s publicized allegation that “‘disproportion- 
ate representation” held by Jews in Washington 
“is raising hell” in this country. It is to be hoped 
that these attempts to befog the real issues at 
stake will fail. Protests of prominent American 
leaders in the religious, educational, professional 
and labor world interested in clean, honorable 
sports should open the eyes of American sports- 
men. No one can resign himself to the dismal 
belief that the several hundred thousand members 
of the 70 organizatinos affliated with amateur 
athletics in America will eventually prove capable 
of joining civilized mankind in repudiating the hor- 
rors of Nazidom. We wish to believe that the 
passive attitude of most athletes is really due to 
their “not having given much thought to affairs in 
Germany.” But the outlook is not very cheerful. 
The task of battling indifference and prejudice 
rampant in the American sport world is enormous- 
ly difficult. Only an all-inclusive united front 
among Jews, Catholics and Protestants can hope 
to counteract the anti-Semitic virus which is slow- 
ly poisoning American life. 





The Jewish Frontier will print letters which are especially in- 
teresting and concise. It invites the contribution of new as 


well as accepted writers in prose and verse—and the work 
of artists. MSS must be accompanied by return postage. 
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A Message from Max Brod 


(The International Congress of Writers for the De- 
fense of Culture took place in Paris last June. It 
brought together from 38 countries some 250 writers, 
among them Max Brod, Julien Benda, Heinrich Mann, 
Aldous Huxley, Waldo Frank, André Gide, Ilya Ehren- 
bourg, Isaac Babel, and André Malraux. Some of the 
discussions included: 
The recovery and protection of cultural values— 


ONE thing was clear from the beginning: 
the point in question was the formation of an 
anti-fascist front among creative writers. How- 
ever great might be the differences between the 
individual speakers, on one thing they were agreed. 
All were opposed to the forces of reaction; all 
shared the passionate sense that it is part of a 
writer's function to guard human culture against 
the onslaughts of a new barbarism. 

In the great hall of the ‘“Mutualité”’, in which 
the Congress debated night and day, there were to 
be seen many Jewish personalities—Feucht- 
wanger, Kerr, Marcuse, (the excellent biographer 
of Heine), Ilya Ehrenbourg, Egon Irwin Kisch, 
and Kolzow. Yet it was by no means true that 
Jews had a preponderant part in the proceedings. 
André Gide, Malraux, Heinrich Mann and Hux- 
ley struck the keynote with their speeches. 

Among the public which followed the often dif- 
ficult reasoning with the closest attention, one saw 
side by side the Paris worker and the emigré jour- 
nalist from Berlin. There were many Jewish 
youths too, probably from the Eastern Jewish 
communities living in Paris. 

Two speeches had the most strongly moving 
effect on me. 

Egon Irwin Kisch, using a walking-stick since 
his forced Australian landing when he leaped over- 
board from a ship, indicted those travel-writers 
who see only the glitter of temples and the exotic 
beauty of Ceylon, and who overlook the unexam- 
pled misery of the natives. 

Malraux was very realistic. He began with 
the news that the Japanese were marching on 
Peking. 

“That means war—world war!”’ The long thin 
face bent down to the microphone. ‘My com- 
rades, in this war we shall all die.” It sounded 
like a piercing cry for help. The whole audience 
froze as at a vision of horror. 

Did they unite upon a common formula? That 
was not to be expected, could not be asked. Julien 
Benda stressed the need for individualism. Ehren- 
bourg promised that collectivism would engender 
entirely new ways of living, new emotions. André 
Gide found a bridge: “He who writes most hon- 
estly as an individual can do the most for collec- 
tivism.” 


Humanism and nationality— 
Proletarian humanism— 
The literary expression of national minorities— 
Writers in exile— 
Literature as a mirror and criticism of society— 
How the efforts of writers can be coordinated in 
the defense of culture, Etc. 

THE EDITORS.) 


Formulas counted for little. It was more im- 
portant that there should be unity on the practical 
question of averting fascism. In my opinion, too, 
the theory of the so-called left-bourgeois and the 
social-democratic writers will gradually be recon- 
ciled with the extreme doctrines of the commu- 
nists, when they have learned to know each other 
better and when the mutual mistrust vanishes. A 
common fight against a common enemy—world 
fascism—will gradually create a common theory 
out of a common practice. Life is stronger than 
all formulae. 

I now want to bring up one of these misunder- 
standings. Why, for example, has Soviet Russia, 
so deep a distrust of Zionism? When all the other 
peoples of the Soviet Union have long since been 
permitted the fostering of their folk-traditions— 
yes, even required to foster them, why does Russia 
term reactionary our pursuit of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, of the national Jewish tradition? 

In Tadjikistan, a far-Asiatic division of the So- 
viet Union, Firdusi’s “Shah-nameh”, the Book of 
Kings, is proclaimed as the official folk-book. To 
us Jews, however, the study of our national folk- 
book and King’s Book, the Bible, is not permitted. 

The explanation for this mode of action they 
have told me, is the frequent misuse of the book 
by the clergy. But then this misuse can be fought 
against. We, however, cannot be without the crit- 
ical, historical, poetical use of our great inherit- 
ance. We have as great a right to it as the Rus- 
sian people have to the Russian classics, Pushkin, 
Gogol, Ostrowski, which are now being circulated 
in mass editions. They are read critically. But 
the Jewish workers in Palestine also read the Bible 
critically. An agreement would be possible. It is 
exactly the same situation, only for the present it 
is obscured in misunderstanding. 

This year, in January, I took a trip to the Soviet 
Union. As member of an official expedition of 
Czech journalists I was able to secure much infor- 
mation which otherwise would not have been easy 
to get. I was able to speak with everyone I wanted 
to on the street. I was able to talk at length with 
Radek, Litvinoff and Bukharin—and I came back 
a hearty admirer of the tremendous social and 
cultural achievements of the Soviet Union. 

Here in Paris I have again met many friends 
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with whom I had professional and literary con- 
tacts in Moscow. I love these human beings, who 
are at work building the future; and it is sad for 
me that while I agree with them on so many 
things, on one thing I agree not at all: and that 
is on the treatment of the Jewish question. 

In Paris, no official mention was made of this 
matter, although there were present so many vari- 
ous types of nearly assimilated Jews, or Jews 
anxious for assimilation; and although precisely 
at this time the situation in Germany had caused 
the Jewish problem to come up anew for discus- 
sion. 

However, the fate of one Jewish author, living 


Laws of Jewish Economy 


LITERATURE on Jewish economy has 
been distinguished by its apologetic tendency. Dr. 
Hartzfield, the first historian of Jewish economy, 
whose book “The History of Jewish Trade in the 
Ancient World” (1879) still retains its signifi- 
cance, tried to prove “that Jews contributed much 
to the creation of markets, to the development 
of industry, and to making the life of many-nations 
more beautiful.” His aim was to convince the 
nations among which Jews lived of the absolute 
necessity of equal rights for Jews (then known 
as ‘‘emancipation’”’). This tendency, a detriment 
to Jewish economic science, continued even after 
the Jews were formally emancipated, perhaps be- 
cause emancipation has nowhere been more than 
formal. When Jewish bankers, merchants, etc., 
were the subject of discussion, it was to show what 
they had already accomplished, and what could 
still be expected from them in the future. The 
attempt was made to prove that Jews were the 
same as the peoples among whom they lived. 

It is high time that we approached Jewish econ- 
omic research both of the past and the present 
with a different point of a view, without apolo- 
getics and without describing the benefits which 
other nations have derived from us. The very 
opposite of the apologetic tone should be de- 
veloped. We should ask what are the values and 
injuries which the Jewish people derived from 
economic development? It is clear that an account 
of profit and loss must be made from an entirely 
different point of view than that of the apologetic 
school. That a research of Jewish economy and 
its history must be made in which only Jews will 
be treated; a history of national economy which 
will clarify not the benefits derived by the nations 
from the Jews, but the effect of the economic life 
of the nations on the economic life of the Jews. 
Werner Sombart wrote in 1912: “Jewry passes 
over Europe like a sun—wherever it rises, a new 
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in Russia, was spoken of. He had been seized by 
the G.P.U. and no one knows what happened to 
him. His crime consisted solely in having pub- 
lished a completely unpolitical poem in the He- 
brew language in a Palestinian paper. I took up 
the matter of the fate of this writer with my Rus- 
sian friends, and they have promised me an an- 
swer. I have been waiting now for weeks. 

I hope that the settlement of this case will 
soon ensue in the light of that unity of all anti- 
fascist writers which has just been decided upon in 
Paris. For we all have only one enemy, and for 
the sake of nuances we must not waste ourselves 


in inner discord. 
MAX BROD 


® By Vladimir Kaplun-Kogan 


life flourishes, and wherever it sets, every blossom 
fades”. But Leo Brentano argued: “It is not 
wherever Jews come that new life flourishes, but 
that wherever economic life flourishes there Jews 
come.” This discussion waged back and forth 
for years, even though from the point of view of 
a national Jewish economic history this problem 
really is of no basic importance. What capitalism 
has given the Jews is of greater importance to us 
than the question of who founded capitalism or 
who contributed to its founding. There is nothing 
in the solution of the origin of capitalism which 
would necessarily illuminate the influence of 
capitalism on the economic destiny of the Jew. 

Here is an example: The fact that the Jew 
Emil Rathenau contributed considerably to the 
development of the German electric industry and 
introduced its product to the remotest markets 
has nothing to do with Jewish economic history. 
The fact that Emil Rathenau was a Jew does not 
prove that he was connected with Jewish economy. 
He belongs in the history of German economy. 
What does interest us is the fact that from 
Rathenau’s electric company Jews were being fired 
even before 1933, and that the most capable of 
them could never hope to be on the board of di- 
rectors. We can find numerous examples of this 
kind in various countries and in various periods. 

The new history of Jewish economy must be 
Jewish-centered, national. It should be concerned 
with the economic processes of the Jewish people 
and not with the people among whom Jews live. 
Such a history will give the facts of our struggle 
for equal rights, in more than a merely formal 
way. Perhaps this new history will lay the founda- 
tions for the economic cooperation of Jews and 
non-Jews on new and sounder ground. 

The first task of this Jewish economic history 
is to discover the laws, if any, which govern Jew- 
ish economic life. 
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Do such laws exist? Has Jewish economic 
history since the revolt of Bar Kochba a rhythm 
of its own? 

Three laws have dominated Jewish economic 
life since that time: 1.) The law of numbers; 
2.) The law of displacement; and 3.) The law 
of migration. 

What is the law of numbers? There is a widely 
accepted generalization that the greater a nation, 
the stronger its economic position. It is because 
of this that states make strenuous efforts to in- 
crease their populations. A reverse rule predomin- 
ates Jewish life. The larger a Jewish community, 
the worse its economic condition, the weaker its 
control over the trades in which it is engaged, and 
the keener becomes its inside and outside competi- 
tion. Moreover, as more Jews are engaged in a 
given economic trade, the worse are their pros- 
pects in that trade. By this we do not have refer- 
ence to the general increase of labor supply which 
also bears heavily on non-Jews, but the specifically 
dangerous situation to which Jews alone are sub- 
jected. One glance at Jewish geography tells us 
enough about this simple phenomenon. Contrast 
Czarist Russia, Poland and Roumania with Italy, 
France and the Scandinavian countries. 

The destructive influence of this law makes us 
understand why “native” Jews have often treated 
their newly migrated brethern in so unbrotherly 
a fashion. In the days of Solomon Maimon and 
Moses Mendelsohn the Jews of Berlin employed 
their own police to spy on Jews newly arrived 
from other countries. 

The cause of this law of numbers—under the 
ordinary conditions of Diaspora—always and 
everywhere, derived from the fact that the “life 
area” where Jews could be economically active 
was narrow, its absorptive capacity small. This 
economic “life area” could not stand oversatura- 
tion. The economic sector which was available 
for Jews has never been in accordance with the 
objective needs of Jewish economy or with the 
ambitions of the individual Jew in the field of 
economic activity. That was the origin of com- 
petition which was caused to a great extent— 
though it may sound very paradoxical—by the 
economic abilities and higher economic intelligence 
of Jews. This law is generally valid. Of course, 
in practice, it operates in various degrees and 
phases according to place and time. The univer- 
sality of the law of numbers is the best proof that 
there is no economic problem peculiar to the East 
or West European Jew alone. Despite local differ- 
ences there exists one uniform Jewish economic 
problem. The law of numbers alone would be 
proof of the universality of Jewish economy. 

The same universality is even more distinct in 
the law of displacement, which might also be 
called the law of the saturation point. Jewish 
history passed through peaks and crises when the 
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historical rhythm was suddenly interrupted, and 
when through external causes Jewish economic 
activity was stopped. In medieval times Jews 
were invited, tolerated for a while and then ex- 
pelled. The best example in our century is the 
non-industrialization of the Jewish workers in 
Poland. As soon as the factory passes from hand 
to machine labor the Jewish worker is displaced. 
In our time the method of displacement consists 
of the nationalization of industry, the intensifica- 
tion of the state’s economic power. When a pri- 
vate enterprise is transformed into a public in- 
stitution, it gradually becomes inaccessible to 
Jews. For example: As long as a bank is private, 
the cashier may be a Jew, but as soon as the bank 
is incorporated or controlled by the government, 
Jews are removed to inconspicuous positions or 
ejected altogether. 

This phenomenon is everywhere commonplace. 
The process of displacement is particularly clear 
at a time when the economic structure of a people, 
among whom Jews live, is undergoing a crisis. 
Old economic forces are replaced by new ones. 
Since the Jews are found along the line of least 
resistance they are the first to suffer. The re- 
adjustment that follows the crisis has never yet 
cured the wounds inflicted during the period of 
transition. 

The basic cause of the law of displacement lies 
in the fact that Jews everywhere are without rights 
or power either politically or economically, equal- 
ity and emancipation notwithstanding. We can 
formulate it as follows: The Jew suffers from a 
latent disfranchisement. Everywhere the majority 
is in a position to displace Jews. The methods 
used for this purpose are not very diversified. 
The economic tragedy of the Jewish people con- 
sists of the fact that while Jews posses great 
economic abilities as well as wealth and capital 
they are powerless to \convert their economic 
strength into an economic-political force. If, on 
a rare occasion, they. succeed in obtaining that 
economic-political power, their position is not as- 
sured and is constanly threatened by destruction. 
In Diaspora, Jews have never succeeded in con- 
verting their economic potentialities and their 
economic and spiritual wealth into any kind of 
absolute security, into an economic-political power. 
The lack of balance between the productive forces 
of Jews and their economic power is the final 
cause of the displacement of Jews from economic 
life. The reinforcement of state power in econ- 
omic life always brings in its wake the collapse of 
Jewish economic positions. 

These two laws are an expression of the Jand- 
lessness of the Jewish people, which in turn is a 
result of their loss of national political center. 

The third law, that of migration, is a direct 
and logical result of the first two. In order to 
survive economically, Jews are compelled to mi- 
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grate, to find new lands for their economic activity, 
and even to invent new economic functions. The 
creative genius of the Jewish people in the field 
of economics has become so refined and perfected 
in the course of ceaseless migrations that it has 
no equal in the history of humanity. This explains 
why the Jew is so mysterious to the gentile. The 
phenomenon of Jewish wandering is unique in the 
history of the world. In the final analysis Jewish 
economic history is nothing but a history of Jew- 
ish migrations. There is something magnificent 
about this phenomenon continued even in our own 
day. In the course of the last fifty years about 
five million Jews (almost one third of the Jewish 
people) have migrated from one country to an- 
other. At present, Jewish migration is twice as 
large as the migrations of all the nations com- 
bined. And yet, despite their wanderings throug- 
out the long history of exile, Jews have remained 
a separate nation. But we may also say that they 
have remained a separate nation because of their 
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wanderings. The secret of Jewish existence is 
Jewish migration. Wandering has kept us alive, 
has given us the possibility of saving ourselves 
from the economic fate of nations among which 
we have lived and been active for many years. 

Migrations have also played a role in the pro- 
cess of natural selection, for a ‘“‘remainder” has 
always been salvaged. Jews have been a nation 
of wanderers long before they built their own 
state. 

Thus our economic life has its own system of 
laws. To describe and formulate these specific 
laws is the task of the modern historian of Jewish 
economy. First of all, however, it is necessary 
to formulate the theoretical presuppositions with- 
out which no scientific study 4s possible. The 
science of Jewish economy like Jewish historio- 
graphy has hitherto limited itself to the descrip- 
tion of facts only. Now, not only science, but 
also current stress compel us to wider, more con- 
structive interpretations. 


Curse of Jewish Comedians 


THE average American knows the aver- 
age Jew as a caricature and not as a flesh-and- 
blood reality. His picture of the typical Jew is 
of a hunch-backed, long-nosed, gesturing indivi- 
dual marked by a harsh accent and a cupidinous, 
lecherous mind. 

Due to this portrayal of the Jew there has de- 
veloped in America a sympathy, more widespread 
than is acknowledged, for the anti-Semitic pro- 
gram that has its most refined executioners in the 
Nazis of Germany. 

For decades before Hitler the German public 
and private presses were turning out the most 
grotesque cartoons of Jews. Violent and offen- 
sive, they were nevertheless the product of con- 
summate artists. Hitler had invaluable allies in 
these accumulating ribald sketches. 

The anti-Semitic movement in America has a 
similar background, though the caricatures are 
supplied from an entirely different source. In this 
country they are furnished not by hostile news- 
papers and magazines but by Jews themselves. 

For the Jews of the United States are cursed 
with their comedians. With a great measure of 
pride Jews point to the predominance on the 
vaudeville and musical comedy stage of men and 
women who originated in New York’s East Side 
or in some equally Jewish section of a native 
metropolis. They have insisted that these masters 
of the quip were making a genuine contribution 
to American folklore and that they represented 
the best in American humor. 

It is true that these Jewish comedians have 
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made innumerable millions laugh. They have 
coined phrases that have been the bulk of conver- 
sation of street-curb and drawing-room alike. In 
New York, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia and 
other equally large centers of Jewish population, 
as well as in the smaller towns where few Jews 
have ever penetrated, there is a portrait of the 
Jew as clear and unequivocal as though some dis- 
tinct personality had actually sat for it. The aver- 
age American Christian knows the Jew only as he 
has been presented on a thousand stages—by Jew- 
ish comedians. 

Virtually every characteristic which the Christian 
links with the Jew has been impressed upon him 
by the clowning antics of Jews. The violent ges- 
turing with the hands, the shrugging of the shoul- 
ders, the obscene self humiliation, the eagerness to 
outwit friend or foe — these attributes are the 
contributions of Jewish funmakers. 

The stage portrayals of practically every actor 
whose name appears on the long list of comedians 
usually noted in books summarizing Jewish con- 
tributions to American culture, contribute to the 
anti-Semitic indoctrination of America. 

Lou Holtz, who achieved a miraculous fame 
during the year that New York’s Palace Theatre 
collapsed as the country’s premier vaudeville 
house, has since become known more widely 
through radio and movies. His stage Jew, is, in 
many respects, the symbol of the vulgarity, offen- 
siveness and viciousness with which the great ma- 
jority of Jewish comedians have shrouded Jews 
and their characteristics, 








With the exception of several minor skits, not- 
ably his Maharajah story, Lou Holtz specializes 
in interpretations of Jewish eccentrics. Like most 
of his craft, Mr. Holtz has probably never given 
a second’s thought to the effect achieved by his 
stories. But the non-Jew listening to Lou Holtz’s 
act sees a race of whining, wheedling people who 
are cunning and self-opinionated, who have no hes- 
itancy in betraying and defaming their co-religion- 
ists. 

The possession of an accent is neither criminal 
nor dishonorable. And yet Lou Holtz manages 
to give to his nasal accent, presumably native to 
all Jews, an obsequiousness and poltroonery that 
must turn the stomach of any self-respecting Jew. 
Lou Holtz’s Jew is both a knave and a fool, a 
trickster and a buffoon. The audiences who laugh 
uproariously at his gags are nonetheless acquiring 
what they believe to be a realistic understanding 
of the true Jew. 


It will be pleaded for the Jewish comedians that 
the effect of their portraiture is, ultimately, to dis- 
play a lovable, jovial people. It will be said that 
there is no reason why the Jews, as well as the 
Scotch, Irish and Negroes, should not have their 
foibles satirized good-humoredly. It has also been 
said that it is far better that Jews should do the 
fun-poking than non-Jews. 

Insofar as the first’ two contentions are concern- 
ed the Jewish comedians are not preoccupied with 
portraiture; their aim is exaggeration. The more 
ludicrous the sketches they make, the more laughs 
they draw, the more salary they eventually get. 
Furthermore, there is not another race which is so 
infamously derided on the American stage as are 
the Jews. That is because the Jewish comedians 
feel no one can suspect their motives. With their 
twisted ideas of sportsmanship, they think that 
self-derision is the mark of the “good sport”’.- 

Creator and introducer of some of the most 
unfortunate paraphrases of Jewish thought and 
action is Harry Hershfield, the celebrated cartoon- 
ist. A person of the kindliest feelings and of some 
sensitivity, Hershfield nevertheless seems un- 
aware of the fact that the bon mots he creates cir- 
culate in a thousand directions, bringing to the most 
distant points a vision of the Jew who has no re- 
gard for his traditions, who sponges on anyone 
who is innocent enough to be imposed upon, who 
leaves no path untried if it will bring him quickly 
to undeserved riches.- As the creator of Abe Ka- 
bibble and other famous ‘figures of the cartoon 
pages, Hershfield has revealed an unusual appreci- 
ation of the ambitions and failings of the average 
Jew. But that sense of proportion is abandoned 
when he frames or adapts gags for the vaudeville 
stage. These gags must be saltier and rawer than 
the next man’s offerings if they are to ‘“‘wow”’ the 
customers. The result is a ghastly race between 
Jewish comedians to see who can be more insulting 
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to his people, who can create more raucous laugh- 
ter by more vindictive caricatures, 

Few of the Jewish comedians are genuine mas- 
ters of the comic situation. They are, in large 
part, slap-stick artists who provoke hearty guf- 
faws by falling on banana peels or stepping in the 
way of lemon meringue pies. ' The intelligent play 
on words, the creation of intrinsically humorous 
scenes are processes that escape the majority of 
these comics. Their forte is the stimulation of 
belly-laughs by wisecracks that just about hit that 
section of the anatomy. 


Probably the outstanding Jewish comedian in 
America today is George Jessel, who is distin- 
guished by the fact that he can speak without hav- 
ing a ghost writer draft his remarks in advance. 
He is nimble-witted, sensitive to the possibilities of 
phrasing. Possessed of a sly gift for satire, he 
has won no love from radio because he has always 
refused to take either himself, the product or the 
manufacturer seriously. But even Jessel’s anec- 
dotes on numerous occasions have given the quaint- 
est ideas of Jewish practices. He has never been 
as offensive as his colleagues because he has always 
emphasized the emotional traits of Jews in such a 
manner as to create sympathy. His mother-and- 
son conversations are epics of American humor, 
conducted in the main with a healthy gift for wit 
that doesn’t leave a nauseous taste on the tongue 
after completion. But during the years a “fire” 
story here, a seduction story there, a sharp prac- 
tice narrative elsewhere—all have added pigment 
to the American portrait of the Jew. 


No one would contend that it is the function of 
the comedian, any more than of the novelist or so- 
ciologist, to present Jews as a race of purely an- 
gelic creatures to whom the slightest vice is alien. 
But the Jewish comedians have been making a 
living by doing virtually nothing else but carica- 
ture their people. One of the most horrible ex- 
periences is to sit in a metropolitan vaudeville 
house and listen to the roaring of an audience as 
some Jewish comedian concludes a story depicting 
a Jew getting the best of his neighbor in an un- 
derhanded way. It is no less gruesome that Jews 
form a large portion of such audiences. 

A new crop of Jewish comedians is coming to 
the fore. They are imitating and enlarging upon 
the fashion set by their predecessors. Milton 
Berle, youngest of the new stars, is typical. He 
tells stories of perversion and “bootlegging of but- 
ter in kosher hotels” with equal gusto. That he 
is an excellent comedian is undeniable. It is equally 
undeniable that his presumably innocently intended 
wisecracks are adding to the proportions of the 
amazing caricature of the Jew. 

Jack Benny is one of the few comedians who 
does not infringe on good taste. But that is be- 
cause he must yield to the regulations of radio. 
There was a time, when working for Earl Car- 
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roll, when his suave manner was being used to 
exploit stories more obnoxious than those he pours 
on the air today. 

Sobbing-voiced Al Jolson has fortunately stuck 
to his mammy roles. The musical comedies in 
which he appeared with such great success pro- 
vided him with scripts that vaulted over his own 
stage ideas. In radio, too, he has been more or 
less tied down to a routine. And yet there are 
occasions when he vulgarizes with the least of his 
imitators. It is his manner rather than the sub- 
stance of Jolson’s stories that is offensive. He 
leaves no doubt that he is posturing as a Jew. 

That it is possible to be funny without being 
offensive is proved by Jack Pearl, by Burns and 
Allen and, to a lesser degree, by Block and Sully. 
For years Jack Pearl has been doing a Germanic 
accent. Never once has he said or done anything 
that would reflect on the essential honesty and de- 
cency of the German type he was representing. He 
has always steered clear of Jewish caricatures, be- 
cause he happens to be one of the few men on 


Arabs and the Next 


DILEMMA OF ARAB INTERESTS 


THE Arabs and the Next World War 
has lately become the central theme of the Arabic 
press in Palestine. Extremists look forward 
to the expected world war as to a vision of hope 
and redemption. Their ideas, zeal, and activity 
find expression in two newspapers—A/jamich Al- 
arabich, the organ of the Mufti, and Jdfaa of the 
Istiklal (Independence). Aljamieh is convinced 
that England will participate in the coming war, 
and that the Arabs too will be involved in it. It 
is therefore urgent according to this publication 
to be prepared for this event. Military prepara- 
tions are repudiated as useless, but in politics the 
Arabs are bound to play a significant part. The 
last World War taught them a good lesson. They 
have learned to know, says Aljamieh, the value 
of promises and agreements made by imperialistic 
states in time of war. They were cheated because 
they had no unity, although all the Arabs have 
a common language, a common religion and one 
Pan-Arabic ideal, and can easily form a common 
front. Now that they have three independent 
states—Iraq, Saudieh, and Yemen—they have a 
better basis for a united front and for a single 
program which will force its demands upon the 
European states when “the day’? comes. 

Idfaa is the mouthpiece of the extremist Arabic 
youth, The Istiklal party is virtually non-exis- 
tant. Its ideas are the expression of a political 
tendency rather than an organization. It is not 
as cautious as the Aljamich of the Mufti. The 
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the vaudeville stage who has some conception of 
the responsibility he bears. Burns and Allen, most 
popular of the radio teams, have always managed 
to extract their humor from situations and not 
from individuals. Their phenomenal success is 
the greatest indictment of the other Jewish come- 
dians, for it reveals their lack of ingenuity as well 
as their social irresponsibility. 

Radio has been a boon to the Jews of America, 
for it has curbed practically all the Jewish come- 
dians who have been lucky enough to enter that 
kingdom. From time to time, however, they ap- 
pear briefly on the national chains. Their menace 
is not so well curbed, on the individual and smaller 
chains. 

It is fortunate that vaudeville is dying. It is 
also fortunate that radio is Zoverned by rigid 
rules. For, otherwise, the attempt to combat an- 
ti-Semitism in America would be even more thor- 
oughly hampered than it is by Jews who think 
they are funny when they are merely being con- 
temptible. 


World War 


@ By Michael Asaf 


latter holds that in the struggle for Arab inde- 
pendence in Palestine the center of gravity lies 
in the political aid given by the Arabic and other 
Mohammedan states. IJdfaa, on the other hand, 
puts the main stress on the self-activity of the 
Palestinian Arabs. 

It quotes Fuad Hamza, the foreign minister 
of Saudieh, who, on his visit in Palestine with the 
Emir Saud said—‘‘The Arabs do not ignore any 
of their lands. They know that Palestine is a 
holy Mohammedan country. But it is the duty 
of the Palestinian Arabs themselves to protect 
their own interests.” The solution of the Pales- 
tinian problem is to be sought not outside but 
inside Palestine. The methods, however, are to 
be more effective than those used hitherto. 

It is the forecast of Jdfaa that in the future 
war both Egypt and Palestine will be the battle- 
grounds of the armies, navies and air forces of 
England and Italy. Hence, the Arabs will be 
an important factor in the success or failure of 
England in the coming struggle. The states have 
been aware of these facts, and that explains the 
intensified propaganda in the harbors of the Red 
Sea, the Arabian Peninsula and the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. 

The reader will note that Egypt has been omit- 
ted from Arab calculations in connection with 
a coming war, but there is no doubt that in a 
war between England and Italy, Egypt will play 
a decisive role. Moreover, in case of war in 
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Palestine they completely ignore the Jewish 
factor. 

Both Idfaa and Aljamieh demand a definite de- 
cision from the Arabs as to the side with which 
they will ally themselves in case of war. But Sau- 
dieh, Iraq and Egypt have already clarified their 
position—they are on the side of England. Yemen 
alone, the neighbor of Aden, is pro-Italian. But 
Yemen is risking its independence in case of an 
English victory. It will probably be captured by 
the Arab state Saudieh. Thus, the Arabs of Pal- 
estine and Syria alone are confronted with the 
dilemma—which side to join. In the case of the 
Syrian Arabs it is clear that Italy cannot be 
preferred to England. Mussolini’s “drive for 
expansion” is not here a useful propaganda slogan 
for Italy. It is only the Arabs of Palestine who 
are capable of entering dangerous intrigues and 
secret plans because of their specific conditions, 
and their extreme wing. Such political machina- 
tions will not be favored by the Arab masses. This 
will, no doubt, cause a wider split within the Arab 
ranks. 


FASCIST LEADERSHIP 
AND ARAB MASSES 


SIMULTANEOUSLY with discussions 
in the press an intensive activity has been 
lately observed in one camp of the Arabs in Pal- 


estine, namely, in the “Palestinian Arabic Party”’ 
under the leadership of Gemal Alhussein, the 
right hand of the Mufti. Gemal is making a tour 
through the country, organizing party branches 
and training an Arabic military force. Idfaa 
wrote recently: ‘““‘We have been informed that 
soon political groups will be organized in the style 
of the Nazis and the Fascists that will be subordi- 
nated to one political organization in Palestine. 
These groups will wear a uniform and an insignia 
that will distinguish them from other formations. 
It will possibly be completed at the end of this 
month.” 

“One political organization”—is the party of 
Gemal. The foundation of these groups has been 
decided upon openly at one of the meetings of 
the new party. The Mohammedan Boy Scout 
organizations and sport groups serve as a basis 
for this activity. There are rumors that instruc- 
tors have been invited from Syria and other places 
in order to train these groups in military fashion. 
The sport rally that took place on July 17 in Jaffa 
in the presence of the Mufti was the first public 
inspection of the military force which the Mufti 
and Gemal are preparing in anticipation of future 
events. In that rally there participated sport and 
Boy Scout organizations of various cities and vil- 
lages in the country, the Bedouins of Abu Kishek, 
and the pupils of the Mohammedan school at 
Jerusalem, Rudat al Muarif. 

This is an open and legal activity which the 
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organ of the Mufti compares with the Jewish 
sport activities in the country. But there are defi- 
nite signs that there also exists a secret under- 
ground movement supported and encouraged by 
the official Arabic leaders. The Colonia murder 
trial (near Motza) discovered the existence of a 
terroristic organization near Jerusalem. The cir- 
culars which have been spread recently at Tul 
Karm state openly the existence of an Arabic 
“Revolutionary Group” in the vicinity of Wadi 
Hawaret. Anti-Zionist circulars in Jerusalem were 
signed “Strength Organization.” The Arabic 
press related a police raid on the club “Reform 
Organization”’ in the village of Assireh near Na- 
blus, where all the documents and correspondence 
were confiscated and several members arrested. 
The governor forbade the organization and sum- 
moned its members to an “administrative trial.” 
If we add to all this the activities of the com- 
munists whose agents are scattered throughout the 
Arabic population and a secret and very suspicious 
group like the “Bedouin Organization,” we can 
realize that something is brewing beneath the sur- 
face of the Arab community in Palestine. 


Before the World War the Arabs were united 
by one aspiration—the fall of Turkey—and the 
war was anticipated as a redemption. At pres- 
ent, the picture is somewhat different. The 
Arabic countries which became independent after 
the World War observe current events with a 
great deal of apprehension. They realize that 
the best that may be expected is the continuation 
of the present status quo and that their chances 
to lose are great. Iraq which maintains its large 
territory only by the grace of England is espe- 
cially worried. Saudieh, too, does not stand to 
gain by a world war, especially, if the center of 
the war will be in Ethiopia, near Yemen, the only 
Arabic country which is pro-Italian. 


But the extreme wings of both the Palestinian 
and Syrian Arabs do look forward to a world 
war with impatience. In these circles there is a 
strong belief that the last World War was the 
beginning of their struggle for independence and 
only a new war will complete their freedom. They 
are also convinced that the failure to obtain full 
freedom was due to their lack of a military force. 
The Arabs are aware of the fact that their par- 
ticipation in the last World War had more of a 
propaganda value than a military one, and on that 
account they think that their reward was very 
insignificant. They intend now to prepare a mil- 
itary force which will have to be taken into con- 
sideration. This force will have various tasks to 
perform—1) In negotiations with England; 2) 
In case England loses the next world war and; 
3) In regard to the Jewish National Home and 
the Jewish population in Palestine. 


Fascism and Nazism are gradually becoming 
pillars of fire for the extremist Arabs. Both the 
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theory and practice of these movements are serv- 
ing as guides for their activities. The Arabs be- 
lieve that the theories of Mussolini and Hitler 
are not a result of local conditions in their respec- 
tive countries, but the universal and ideal nation- 
alism that can and has to be realized everywhere. 
Hitler’s book ‘‘My Struggle’, in an Arabic trans- 
lation, has had a circulation so large as to be 
unprecedented in the Arabian book market. More- 
over, there is a great demand for books and 
pamphlets on Hitler, his life and activities. 

If the attitude of the Arab masses towards 
Italy is one of hatred, it is entirely different with 
regard to Nazi Germany. Germany is Allah’s whip 
upon the Jews. Jewry is one body, and if it is im- 
possible to strike that part of the body which is 
found in Palestine, there is some consolation in the 
fact that another part of Jewry found in Fran- 
conia, Munich and Berlin is striken. The British 
attitude towards Nazi Germany, which is one 
of fear, lends the Arabic political leaders the idea 
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that Hitler’s Germany, like the Kaiser’s Germany 
prior to the War is the most powerful state in 
the world. 


The fanatic and narrow-minded policy of such 
Arabs gives evidence of the development of a 
theory of “Let us perish together with the Jewish 
National Home.” 


With the thickening of the clouds of war on the 
European arena the extremist Arabs are stimu- 
lated to action. They see in their vision the 
“happy day” when the Jewish achievement in Pal- 
estine will be wiped off the face of the earth just 
as the Crusaders were wiped out centuries ago. 
(The comparison was actually made by an ex- 
tremist Arab leader). We do not know what 
schemes Kamil Effendi, Seltm Abdelrachman, 
Hamdi Alhusseini and others are engaged in, but 
it is true beyond every doubt that intrigues and 
hidden activities have never before been so intense 
as they are to-day. 


Hitlerism and German Letters 


THE organic connection between politics 
and poetry has never been more evident than in 
the course of modern German literature. Hitler- 
ism came into power partly on account of the 
weakness and vacillation of the middle class. This 
class docilely fought the wars for the Junkers and 
German big industry. It voted fascism into power. 
Today, it is being decimated by Hitlerism, the tool 
of this same monopoly capitalism. But history 
never quite repeats itself. Fascism is awakening 
the middle class to the realization of its long be- 
trayal. And it is gradually turning toward the 
working class in a united effort to crush their 
common menace. Now, modern German litera- 
ture is, in the main, a middle class product and 
the social phenomena about Hitlerism are reflected 
in its output. This is also true (although less 
widely recognized) in the- period that led up to 
Hitler’s power. 

The most representative example of the middle 
class in modern German literature is Gerhart 
Hauptmann. Hauptmann was a gifted and sen- 
sitive poet, but he lacked character. He shifted 
with each political and literary current. He was 
a Socialist, Wilhelminian, war-apologist and So- 
cial-Democrat in turn. Now, he is a Nazi. Through 
his spineless sensitiveness, he became the seismo- 
graph of the confused petty bourgeosie. Like it, 
he was blinded by the brown clouds around Thys- 
sen, Hitler & Co. and simply allowed himself to 
be pushed along without resisting. 

However, this spinelessness was not typical of 
the large body of German liberal writers. A re- 
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reading of the earlier works of Thomas Mann, 
Wassermann, Werfel and Doeblin reveals that, 
although these men failed to recognize the specific 
social dynamics behind Hitler, still, as artists with 
a clearer vision and sense of responsibility, they 
nevertheless did present a picture of the psycho- 
logical reactions set up by the incoming Nazi 
wave. Mann’s ‘Magic Mountain” dealt with the 
pre-War era; yet, its publication date (1924) 
showed itself in Mann’s criticism of the supine pas- 
siveness toward social events that characterizes 
his “‘unheroic hero”, Hans Castorp. In the years 
following, Mann approached the more militant po- 
sition of his brother Heinrich and his voice rose 
oftener in warning against the brown reaction that 
posed as revolution. Jakob Wassermann, also 
startled by the rising hooliganism, continued his 
spiritual plea in the Kerkhoven novels. Only now, 
his life-long hope for a union between German and 
Jew seemed almost abandoned. His world be- 
came peopled more and more by pathological, in- 
curable characters. The ethical way appeared, 
even to himself, a disheartening weapon against 
the brown gangsterism. The younger Werfel 
turned to the Fascist problem in his lyrical novel 
“The Pascarella Family’’, Pascarella’s patriarchal 
household is treated as a symbol of a benevolent 
fascism. Even in this form, it leads to the dis- 
integration of the family. This novel too, like 
“The Pure in Heart” ends on a questioning note. 
The most direct presentation of the development 
of Hitlerism was offered by Feuchtwanger’s “‘Suc- 
cess’. This novel was a skilful satire of the va- 
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rious social and emotional factors that moved 
many of the middle class to support Hitler. It is 
the only novel from the liberal group that clearly 
showed the tie up between Hitlerism and German 
big business. 


A more symbolic and artistic presentation of 
the social-psychological basis for the rise of Hit- 
lerism is contained in the great novel by Alfred 
Doeblin, “Alexanderplatz, Berlin’. It tells of Bie- 
berkopf, a Lumpenproletarian who, because he 
has no definite economic status, regards himself as 
classless. The feeling of uprootedness, of not be- 
longing anywhere, Doeblin produces by a sane and 
discriminating use of the Joycian technique. Bie- 
berkopf wanders about from one odd job to an- 
other, is tossed from one political line-up to an- 
other, drinks with the Nazis and listens to the 
communists. He does not understand the social 
forces that buffet him about and they become 
“fate” to him. After a final blow, he “‘dies’’ to 
become a reborn man, determined to study his 
mileu, before he will march with any group. It is 
a little late. While Bieberkopf watches at the 
window, the Nazis are preparing to “‘burn’’ Ger- 
man culture. (On a much smaller scale, Fallada’s 
“Little Man What Now?” was a similar study of 
a petty bourgeois clerk.) 


Such sceptical, hesitating liberalism played into 
the hands of Nazi-ism. While the liberals urged 
the meditative way, hoped for a spiritual resur- 
rection and a vague internationalism, the Nazi 
writers invoked all the prejudices engendered by 
a desperate economic situation following a disas- 
trous war and inflation. Old Bartels, the furious 
father of Nazi literature now emerged to resumé 
his snooping “scholarship” to detect drops of Jew- 
ish blood in German writers. Paul Ernst aban- 
doned his earlier classicism and demanded lamp- 
posts to hang Marxists on. Carossa and his group 
called for a return to the themes of native blood 
and soil. Grimm’s Volk Ohne Raum was a long, 
mystical novel, justifying German imperialism on 
the ground that the Germans needed more room. 
Nietzsche, Spengler and the poet Stefan George 
were cited by the Nazis in their attack on dem- 
ocracy and in their apotheosis of Caesarism. Yet, 
it is well to note that many of the Nazi writers 
were sincerely convinced that Hitlerism was actu- 
ally a spiritual movement aiming at the liberation 
of the ‘““German soul”. The poet Johst, for ex- 
ample, supported it for its ‘‘socialistic’’ objectives. 

While the liberal group saw in Hitlerism an 
anomaly, a mad “return to the middle ages’’, it is 
a matter of record that the only writers who 
clearly discerned the Nazi treachery and took a 
forceful stand toward it, were the Marxists. This 
estimate can be traced in the dramas of Toller and 
Wolf, in the poetry of Becher and Walter Mehr- 
ing, in the novels of Plivier, Renn and in Neu- 
krantz’s “Barricades in Berlin”. 
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There came Goering’s burning of the Reichstag 
and Nazi “heroism” against defenceless people. 
What was the reaction among German writers? 
The liberal group was stunned. Hauptmann and 
some lesser philistines capitulated. The rest fled 
the Nazi hell. Emil Ludwig continued his bio- 
graphies of great men(preparing one on Hitler ?). 
Doeblin was suddenly awakened to Jewish con- 
sciousness. Arnold Zweig left for Palestine. Men 
like Heinrich and Klaus Mann, Feuchtwanger and 
Weiskopf, Weinert and Brecht, Kisch and Kan- 
torowicz, Anna Seghers and Balder Olden, Ott- 
walt and Scharrer, Graf, Schoenstedt and the 
Marxist writers mentioned above, uniting to fight 
the brown barbarism, formed the ‘“‘Association of 
Uncoordinated Writers—Abroad” and published 
the vigorous anti-fascist weekly “Der Gegenan- 
griff’ and the monthlies ‘Die Sammlung” and 
“Neue Deutsche Blaetter’’. Add to these names 
those whom the Nazis imprisoned: Renn, Bredel, 
Ossietsky; those whom their sadists murdered or 
tortured to death: Theodor Lessing, Erich Baron 
and Meuhsam and we have in all the flower of 
contemporary German literature. The great 
names that carried German literature all over 
the world, now have to be sought outside of Ger- 
many. Left were, for the most part, fourth rat- 
ers, known to few even within Germany. The 
Nazi literature, cleared of ‘‘Jewish-Bolshevik poi- 
son’’, that has been appearing since 1933, falls 
mainly into two categories: that which glorifies 
Aryanism by praising great leaders, war, death 
on the battlefield, by use of a staccato, unimagin- 
ative realism; and that which means to instill a 
feeling for the new German “unity” (unity to cry 
“Heil Hitler’, while prices go up, to die for the 
sake of saving German capitalism from destruc- 
tion) by use of a vapid sentimentality, declared to 
be German Geist. (Hitler’s ‘““My Battle” and the 
dramatic efforts by Goebbels combine the worst 
features of each). The result? The German book 
market has dropped catastrophically, the German 
stage (its greatest producers and actors ostra- 
cized) plays to half-empty houses. Johst’s drama 
Schlageter sums up the spirit of Aryan rebirth in 
its celebrated line: ‘“When I hear the word ‘Kul- 
tur’, I draw my revolver”. Now, this anti-cultural 
attitude is not accidental. As in Italy, so here, 
fascism has revealed itself as the antipode of cul- 
ture. Culture rests on the use of the critical prin- 
ciple, requires truth and objectivity; fascism is 
based on obfuscation, on a lie, fraud and delusion. 
Fascism can only result in the degradation of cre- 
ative gifts, as the case of the poet Gottfried Benn 
shows. 


The cultural and economic consequences of Hit- 
lerism have been catastrophic for the German peo- 
ple. Yet, out of the sea of bloody betrayal, some- 
thing is emerging that is of signal import for Ger- 
many and for the rest of the world. The Nazi 
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reaction has had the effect of rousing the German 
Michael from his long political sleep. The treach- 
ery of Hitler’s “socialism” has once and for all 
destroyed the faith of the middle class in mere 
liberal, moral persuasions. Far from uniting the 
German people, the effect of National Socialism 
has been to make for a sharper division than ever. 
The cleavage between Hitler’s lackeys and the 
German people is widening. In other words, the 
result of Hitlerism has been to radicalize the mid- 
dle class, to draw it nearer toward a united front 
with the working class. A review of what has 
happened to the liberal writers since 1933 makes 
this clear. Werfel, who had been asking questions 
of Whence? and Whither? now writes “The Forty 
Days of Musa Dagh” wherein a national minority 
abandons the method of passive submission and 
chooses to die fighting, if die it must. Before his 
death, Wassermann was moving to the left, as his 
last novel ‘‘Kerkhoven’s Third Existence’ shows. 
Likewise, the positions of Heinrich Mann, Graf, 
Olden and Feuchtwanger have undergone marked 
transformations toward a militant stand. Even 
some Nazis, like Bruno von Salomon, have joined 
the anti-Nazi front. The recent Writers Congress 
in Paris was a remarkable demonstration of the 
realization by liberal writers that the esthetic and 
moral approach must be joined by a fighting atti- 
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tude and that in this fight, it was necessary for the 
writer to align himself with that class which must 
necessarily bear the brunt of the struggle—the 
working class. It has become clear that the art- 
ist’s problem is not one that concerns the artist 
alone just as the Jewish problem is one that does 
not concern Jews alone. Possibly, the most strik- 
ing instance of this development is the case of 
Thomas Mann. Mann had turned thoroughly sil- 
ent in 1933. He was working on his momentous 
Joseph-trilogy, which is but an indirect, symbolical 
challenge to Hitlerism. Mann is descended 
from a patrician lineage and seemed unswerv- 
ingly dedicated to the “patient” way. In 1935, 
Mann (now 60) declares that fascism can be 
stopped only by direct challenge. This conclusion 
was forced on him by Hitler and his cohorts. 

The bulk of Germany’s great literature of to- 
day is in exile. Foreign legionnaires rule today on 
German soil. But the broad anti-fascist front 
out and inside of Germany is the promise of a 
free Germany. This is true of literature as well. 
At the Paris Congress, there appeared a delegate 
from Germany, an underground writer, who re- 
ported on the many courageous writers within Ger- 
many. This report is the augury of the smashing 
of fascist reaction that is temporarily enslaving 
German life and letters. 


Hebrew Culture: Immediate Problems 


WITHIN the past twenty years the effort 
to vitalize Hebrew speech has made remarkable 
progress. Bialik and Lilienblum, in the days of 
Ben Yehuda, justifiably noted the rootless quality 
of spoken Hebrew and voiced a well-founded fear 
lest this rootlessness might lead to the concoction 
of a Hebrew jargon. But such fears now belong 
wholly to the past. During the last two decades 
Hebrew in Eretz Israel has become a more varied 
and subtle instrument. The Hebrew educational 
system in Palestine, ranging from the kinder- 
garten to the higher technical school and the uni- 
versity, has augmented both technical and popular 
vocabulary. New words have been drawn from 
all phases of life. This tapping of old and new 
pockets of speech enriched the Hebrew tongue. 
A comparison between a Hebrew literary work 
of today and one composed twenty years ago, (be 
it a Hebrew song, a play for our theatre, or a 
translation from a foreign tongue), strikingly re- 
veals this phenomenal growth. 

Similarly Hebrew speech has its triumphs in 
the Galut where a generation ago there existed 
virtually no Hebrew schols. The Hechalutz and 
youth movement, in which tens of thousands are 
learning to use the Hebrew tongue, likewise con- 
tributed to its revival. In the last decade the He- 
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brew song, the Hebrew pamphlet, and the Hebrew 
newspaper have penetrated all classes of Jewish 
youth, even those which we had thought lost to us. 
A casual visit to Hakshara camps and Kibbutzim 
in Germany and America or a glance at the lessons 
offered in the Juddische Rundschau will convince 
even the most skeptical of the extent to which the 
Hebrew language and Hebrew cultural values in- 
fluence Jewish life. 

Yet, despite this progress in the status of Heb- 
rew as a living tongue, the difficulties confronting 
the development of Hebrew culture are enormous. 
Twenty years ago, when Ahad Ha’am visited 
Eretz Israel and took a stock account, he felt 
safe in prophesying that his dream of a spiritual 
center in Eretz Israel would become a reality. 
He hopefully pointed to several feeble intimations 
of a Hebrew milieu in Eretz Israel and the effect 
it was beginning to have upon the Galut. Since 
that time, though the incipient spiritual, linguistic, 
and literary values have been more firmly estab- 
lished, Ahad Ha’am’s dream of a spiritual center 
has failed to bear fruit. In its place has arisen 
something quite different. When Ahad Ha’am 
in his article on Hebrew culture or Levinsky in 
his utopia entitled “In the Year 6000” visualized 
Eretz Israel, they conceived the Jewish masses 
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living tranquilly in the world at large as mem- 
bers of the wealthy classes and soulfully yearning 
for Eretz Israel as a means of satisfying their 
psychic needs and of beautifying their inner lives. 
Gone is this dream. Eretz Israel does not pri- 
marily function as a light-tower spreading illu- 
mination on the Galut. Instead, circumstances 
have transformed it into a country to which the 
unhappy, perishing Galut turns for physical help. 
Eretz Israel has not become the spiritual crown 
of a wealthy Galut but the sole place of refuge 
for the Jewish masses. Jewish life in our day is 
typified not in the charming, naive songs those 
visionaries once sang to us but in the distressing 
cry: “Rescue us from the abyss”. The Jews now 
coming to Palestine are not individuals saturated 
with Hebrew culture who lack only a final touch 
of perfection. They are uprooted refugees, per- 
secuted and harried, torn away not only from 
their economic setting but as well from their 
national culture—Jews who for epochs have not 
had any relationship to the culture of their people. 
Out of such material we have to build present-day 
‘Eretz Israel. Criticize the aliya (immigration) 
as much as you will, discover all possible sins in 
contemporary Eretz Israel, such is the condition 
of Jewry and in this state do the Jewish masses 
arrive in order to build up Eretz Israel. 

One should realize that economic absorption 
of a yearly aliya of 60,000 persons complicates 
the problem of integrating the new immigrants 
into a national cultural life. We are confronted 
with the question of Hakshara, a question already 
decades old. Ahad Ha’am spoke of a Hakshara 
of hearts but his notions found no steady support 
among the people. Then came the second aliya 
which grasped the importance of Hakshara,— 
vocational, spiritual, and cultural—and bravely 
tackled the issue. Later arose the Halutz move- 
ment whose main objective consisted in creating 
elementary tools for the Hakshara.. We now 
stand at the threshhold of a new era. Mass im- 
migration to Palestine has by no means attained 
its peak, for the country as well as the people 
need greater immigration. And we must solve the 
question of how to absorb the new immigrant, 
how to assimilate these masses who are barren 
not only of all Hebraic culture but often of any 
culture whatsoever, so that they will not become 
an obstacle but will align themselves with the 
work of reconstruction. The difference between 
the former aliyas and that which comes to us to- 
day is very profound. In early days the great 
mass of Jewish people, with the exception of 
small assimilated groups, was still religious. The 
old Heder (primary school) still existed. In the 
cities and towns the old popular education was 
still dominant. Now the situation has altered. 


The World War created a deep abyss between us 
and the old days and destroyed many naive -faiths. 
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For example, twenty years ago Zionist circles 
believed that assimilation seriously menaced only 
small Jewish communities which could only with 
difficulty shield themselves against emancipation— 
as in France or Italy, but that Jewry in countries 
where great masses of Jews lived, as in Russia 
and Poland, could successfully withstand disin- 
tegration. However, now we see the fallacy of 
that prognosis. Even Russian Jewry* which 
created neo-Hebraic literature and gave to our 
renaissance movement its best forces, has proven 
unsafe. Though from Russia came the greatest 
creative Hebrew artists, Russian Jews have now 
been cut off from national Jewish life and Jewish 
culture. Russian Jewry is being forcibly assimi- 
lated. Nor is the condition of the great Jewish 
centers in Poland, Roumania, Lithuania and 
Calrpatho-Russia any better. One cannot call 
their state assimilation in the ordinary sense of 
the term. Events now taking place in the great 
Jewish centers are not emancipation as it existed 
in France and Italy, but denationalization which 
alienates the Jewish people from their national 
culture. In fact, the (ruling nationality in those 
countries not only forces us back into the ghetto 
for economic reasons, but by political means robs 
us of the possibility of an independent intellectual 
life. It will suffice to mention that Polish Jewry 
of the past generation was almost wholly educated 
in the Heder, while now 200,000 Jewish children 
attend Polish schools. In Carpatho-Russia, home 
of primitive Hassidim, youngsters with long peot 
(ear-locks) whose parents were followers of the 
rabbi of Munkacs, receive their elementary educa- 
tion in Christian schools. These children speak 
Czech, Russian or Hungarian as their native 
tongue. This eradication of speech signifies more 
than mere loss of language. For language is the 
vary key to the cultural creation of a people. 
And for our youth, the Hebrew language holds 
the key to that humanist and labor culture which 
creates new spiritual values. 


But the most serious threats to the evolution 
of a wholesome Hebraic culture do not reside 
solely in the conditions accompanying mass aliya. 
Within Eretz Israel itself there lurk gyrave 
dangers. In spite of the Hebrew schools, the 
Hebrew writers’ associations, the press and the 
Hebrew theatres, Eretz Israel has become a babel 
of tongues. It resembles a seaport town or an 
immigration landing-place which as a matter of 
fact it really is. 

Whence originates this confusion of tongues to 
be found among the best organized classes, among 
the high bureaucracy not merely of the govern- 
ment but of the very Zionist organization? This 
babel of languages is a product not only of poverty 
and lack of education but also of snobbism. Heb- 
rew has been relegated to the lower classes and 
segragated as the speech of the lowest economic 
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levels of society. The upper layers are domin- 
ated by imported mock-cultures which generate in 
Eretz Israel an atmosphere of anti-culture. Pal- 
estine suffers from a situation unlike that borne 
by any other Jewish community. Its uncultured 
strata extend from neglected children in the sub- 
urbs all the way up to the highest class of the 
intelligentsia who enjoy high intellectual standards 
without having any relationship to Hebrew culture 
or to that part of the people which is creating 
a real Hebrew culture in the country. 


One should frankly face the multifarious difh- 
culties besetting the evolution of a higher Hebrew 
culture. A portion of our youth, not content with 
Palestinian education, emigrates to the Galut. In 
every European capital one may find colonies of 
graduates from our intermediate schools who left 
their country without having really integrated 
themselves into Hebrew culture. These young men 
may have acquired a few patriotic catch-words but 
they have not fully grown up to an appreciation of 
the difficult task which Eretz Israel imposes on the 
Jewish people. Even more serious is the situation 
of the Hebrew creative artist and scientist in Pale- 
stine. The country welcomes every laborer, every 
craftsman, indeed all possible callings, and it pays 
more, perhaps, than a poor land can be expected 
to offer. A Hebrew writer, too, can find means of 
support if able to translate or teach. But if he 
remains true to his original creative ambitions, the 
Palestinian writer becomes lonely and foresaken. 
From Tschernichowsky to Hasas, from the 
Habima to the Ohel theatre, no one who devotes 
himself to Hebrew creative work in Palestine can 
obtain even the most modest material means of 
subsistence. Obviously creative artists, scientists, 
and students must freely pursue their normal ac- 
tivities, else the possibilities for cultural growth 
necessarily narrow down. 


Many of these difficulties are for the present 
insoluble. Our national cultural requirements can 
be met only through an adequately functioning 
governmental authority. The flowering of Heb- 
rew literature, the expansion of markets for Heb- 
rew books, and the satisfying of cultural needs 
generated by the increasing numbers of workers, 
intellectuals, scientific investigators and teachers, 
—all these can be competently promoted only by 
a Jewish autonomy. But certain phases of the 
process of cultural growth may be facilitated even 
under the present unsatisfactory conditions. In 
any case, we have definite responsibilities toward 
the Yishuv, toward the younger generation in 
Palestine, and toward the youth in the Galut— 
duties which we dare not shirk. No matter how 
limited our resources, we cannot afford to expose 
the younger generation to the ravages of spiritual 
poverty and levantism. 
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A few important enterprises can be initiated at 
once. In addition to expanding our existing cul- 
tural activities, we may start to gather material 
for a large comprehensive Hebrew encyclopaedia, 
of which Sokolof dreamt, and which the publish- 
ing firm Eshkol began years ago. This undertak- 
ing is important not solely for occasional Hebrew 
readers but will serve as a way of supplementing 
the formal education of the younger generation. 
The completion of this great work will enlist the 
services of a considerable number of scientific and 
literary workers. Besides, we should issue a large 
mass of new translations—not only translations for 
entertainment but also translations of world clas- 
sics and scientific works, without which our He- 
brew culture is bound to become anaemic. Provi- 
sion must also be made for the publishing of origi- 
nal scientific works in Hebrew. It is sad that in a 
country which boasts dozens of technologists, 
chemists, physicians, and experts in social science, 
we must still largely depend on books written in 
foreign languages. Most Jewish scientists in Eretz 
Israel are forced to publish their works abroad in 
European tongues. Morover, our creative work- 
ers capable of contributing significant volumes to 
world culture should be liberated from the 
drudgery in which they live today. We must also 
face the problem of Hebrew education in the 
Galut. True, we are not in a position to 
assume the financial burden of maintaining schools 
in Diaspora. But Eretz Israel could supply the 
teaching personnel and text-books. Were an 
adequate pedagogical department to be estab- 
lished in the Hebrew University, it could advise, 
counsel, and raise the standards of Hebrew edu- 
cation in the Galut. 

These suggestions, though far from constitut- 
ing a comprehensive program, may serve as ameli- 
orative steps preparatory to more extensive cul- 
tural activities. They necessarily take cogni- 
zance of the limitations of our financial resources 
and of our present inability to do things on a scale 
commensurate with our wants. To many they 
may even seem too ambitious; but our cultural 
needs are no longer luxuries. They are necessities 
which have to be met. 

World Jewry has only one responsible organi- 
zation which can carry out any extensive cultural 
program. That body is the World Zionist Con- 
gress. The Zionist Executive has already estab- 
lished the Bialik Foundation and adopted resolu- 
tions concerning the furtherance of Hebrew cul- 
ture. Its organizational department should now 
be freed from perfunctory administrative duties 
in order that it may assume obligations for mass 
education. It should establish a department for 
culture and education in which the Bialik Founda- 
tion would take over definite cultural and literary 
tasks, and in which a special commission would 
organize and supervise the educational work 
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proper. Funds to take care of these activities 
must be raised. 

For many years Zionists have orated on the 
urgency of a cultural program and yet contented 
themselves with mere speechifying. Perhaps by 
setting up a working department for culture and 
education, by imposing upon those bound by Zion- 


Labor Zionism 


A VISIT to Palestine must convince a 
careful observer that the salvation of the Zionist 
Movement, as well as of Jewish Palestine, rests 
with Labor Palestine. Palestine today shows the 
effects of a Jewish life which has been moulded 
by the Galut. What are the main streams of that 
life? 

The close identification of Jewish economic ex- 
perience in Diaspora with the role of the middle- 
man has tended to accentuate among large num- 
bers of our Jewish population the economic point 
of view of the employer and the entrepreneur. 
There has been among many of the Jewish group 
a definite desire for economic independence. Every 
individual employed in business longs for the time 
when he can open a small store or factory of his 
own. Recent economic events have done much 
to change this attitude, because of the limitations 
imposed upon the progress from the role of 
worker to that of independent shop-keeper or 
employer. The psychological trends, however, 
even yet fall in line with this economic history. 

Criticism has constantly been leveled against 
young Jewish men in industry because they are not 
content to remain as employees. Much of this 
criticism has been founded in fact. The young, 
energetic tailor at his bench in many instances 
looked forward to the time when he would be 
the boss in a little shop of his own. The Jewish 
boy who was clerking in a retail ladies’ ready-to- 
wear shop or a grocery store put aside his hard- 
earned pennies toward the day when he could 
launch forth as a business man in his own right. 

This spirit of initiative was highly commend- 
able. Moreover, it was, to a great degree, forced 
upon the Jew by stress of circumstance. The Jew 
never knew when some form of economic persecu- 
tion would imperil his lot as an employee, and he 
very naturally longed to escape to the more secure 
position of an independent merchant. 

There was also the rather sad but nevertheless 
externally imposed role of speculator which the 
Jew had to assume. There was not enough room 
for every energetic and clever Jewish lad to be- 
come a factory owner or shop-keeper. He could, 
however, achieve a comparatively independent 
position by becoming the channel of commerce be- 
tween the manufacturer of raw products and the 
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ist decisions the duty of sharing materially in the 
cultural work, by laying the ground-work for a 
great cultural achievement which may transform 
the entire Galut, Zionists will eventually expiate 
the sins that for many years past they have com- 
mitted against their creative geniuses and against 
the needs of the Jewish people. 


© By Edward L. Israel 


user of capital goods. Thus we had Jews turning 
in large numbers to the precarious but neverthe- 
less profitable existence of factors, commission 
merchants and the like. Jews flocked to real 
estate brokerage for much the same reasons. 
The most significant aspect of this role of specu- 
lator was that of money-lender. In this article it 
is needless to go into the reasons whereby persecu- 
tion made many Jews money-lenders. It is neces- 
sary merely to state that these impositions of 
circumstances tended to draw numbers of Jews 
into the fields of speculation as a means of live- 
lihood. 

Alongside these forces there was the growth 
of a strong Jewish labor group with a labor psy- 
chology. This group combined a social idealism 
with a realistic approach to the increasingly com- 
plex modern economic life. It realized that it was 
becoming more and more impossible for even the 
most energetic young fellows to clamber out of 
the role of laborer into that of employer. It saw, 
moreover, that our machine age was producing 
a condition in which we could achieve social justice 
only through a collective society which would have 
to be brought about primarily by the class con- 
sciousness of the labor group. 

This latter group consisted primarily of young 
Russian revolutionaries. A portion of them 
differed from their fellow Socialists, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, in that they came to the conclusion 
that their Socialism could be best expressed 
through the national aspirations of the Jewish 
group. Their ideal, motivated largely by the 
writings of Moses Hess, was to settle in Palestine 
and there build up a cooperative society. Some 
of them wandered forth as individuals in quest 
of their goal. A quarter of a century ago some 
of these founded Deganiah Aleph in the Jordan 
Valley. Their heroic struggle against unbelieve- 
able odds of privation, hostile environment and 
disease is an epic record. Some of them are today 
leaders of Labor Zionism. All of them are the 
spiritual parents of modern Labor Palestine as 
developed by the latest generation of Halutzim. 

Jewish Palestine in its only permanent sense 
is rooted in the soil. Its secondary roots are the 
labor groups in the cities who, by the work of 
their hands, have contributed to the industrial up- 
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building of the land. It is, however, the agricul- 
tural workers who have laid the lasting founda- 
tions of the Jewish Homeland. This could have 
been done only by a body of young idealists work- 
ing under a collective inspiration. The draining 
of marsh lands and the building of homes in rough 
and untilled country are not profitable capitalistic 
enterprises except through the employment of a 
sort of coolie labor. Obviously you cannot have 
a real Jewish Palestine simply by having Jews 
own land that is tilled by cheap Arab labor. 
It was because the Jewish labor group was 
willing to endure privation for the sake of 
an ideal and to live a cooperative life in which no 
individual would profit more than his neighbor, 
that the foundations of modern Palestine were 
laid. It is this group which today constitutes the 
real essence of the reborn Jewish Homeland. 

As a result of the self-sacrificing work of Jew- 
ish labor, Palestine began to assume a shape 
which made it profitable for speculative enterprises 
to be considered. We then had an enormous in- 
flux into Palestine of both non-Jewish and Jewish 
capital. Since there are many Jews who are econ- 
omically in the speculative group, because of the 
processes described here, there were plenty who 
were ready to turn their commercial bent to the 
new opportunities of an undeveloped frontier. We 
therefore had a rush into Palestine of land specu- 
lators and of employers who were ready to exploit 
Jewish Palestine for the sake of personal profits, 
regardless of the effect upon the aspirations of 
the Jewish people as a whole. 


An inevitable struggle arose, and that struggle 
is still going on. It has been the lot of Labor 
Zionism to take the leadership in combatting the 
inevitable depredations of speculative enterprise 
whose deleterious effects are evidenced by the cha- 
otic economic state of the entire world at the 
present time. As far as Palestine is concerned, 
these effects constituted a different problem. Land 
speculation is bad anywhere, but in Palestine it 
meant the raising up of terrific barriers to the 
speedy acquiring of land at a reasonable price 
by the Jewish National Fund. Labor exploitation 
is an evil wherever it exists, but a Palestine consist- 
ing of comparatively small groups of Jewish 
employers making huge profits off cheap Arab 
labor could never be a truly Jewish Homeland. 
A Palestine developed by foreign capital, Jewish 
or non-Jewish, and looking upon the inhabitants 
of the land simply as instruments for the accumu- 
lation of profits would result in the despoliation 
not only of the land but of the basic hopes of the 
Jewish people for a permanent, sound Jewish 
Palestine. 

This fight for the preservation of basic social 
justice so necessary for the success of the Zionist 
Movement has been championed primarily by the 
Histadrut, or the General Jewish Labor Federa- 
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tion of Eretz Israel. The leaders are, for the 
most part, some of that older generation of 
workers who first brought to Palestine the ideal 
of cooperative economic. life. They are more 
than labor leaders. They are statesmen and real- 
ists. They see that in its development Palestine 
must use the machinery of modern capitalism, but 
they are determined to protect Jewish Palestine 
against the anti-social effects of an unimpeded 
rugged individualism. They are the bulwark 
against the forces of economic spoliation which 
would mean the death of Zionist hopes. 


In America, sympathy for the Histadrut and its 
splendid work has been concentrated in the League 
for Labor Palestine. Our American Jewish com- 
munity is, for the most part, of conservative 
economic sympathies. It must, however, be 
made to understand that speculation and anti- 
labor activities in Palestine have an especially 
menacing effect upon the hopes of the Jewish 
people in rebuilding the ancient homeland. The 
attitude of many of us toward Palestine must be 
that of a fond parent for his child. We recognize 
and, to some extent, explain our own shortcomings, 
but we want our child to be able to live in a life 
where he will not be forced to make the mistakes 
and the compromises that have been thrust upon 
us. It is the League for Labor Palestine which 
appeals beyond the prejudices of our immediate 
life to the idealistic spirit of each and every one 
of us in rallying our support for Labor Palestine. 


The League is non-partisan to the extent that 
it invites the cooperation of every Jew, whatever 
be his economic or religious position. There are 
religious Jews who object to the non-religious atti- 
tude of some of the extreme Laborites. The His- 
tadrut, while not a propagandist for orthodox 
religion, looks with real hope toward the speedy 
development of a Palestinian Judaism growing 
out of the life of the people as interpreted through 
our national and religious traditions. I have seen 
this with my very eyes in Palestine. The Hista- 
drut imposes an observance of the Sabbath 
throughout its entire membership of 80,000. No 
work can ever be done on that day on any Hista- 
drut project. The League for Labor Palestine, 
therefore, invites religiously-minded Jews who 
appreciate not only the forms of our faith but 
the essential moral implications of the Mosaic 
Law and prophetic teachings to become its 
supporters. 


There are many General Zionists who sympa- 
thize with the labor idea and see its value in 
Palestine but who cannot and will not join the 
official American Labor Zionist Party because of 
its affiliation with the Socialist movement in the 
Galut. For such, and there are many of them, the 
League for Labor Palestine is the chief method 
whereby Palestinian labor can be supported. And, 
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of course, active members of the Labor Zionist 
Party of America find the League for Labor Pal- 
estine not only a means of helping Palestinian Jew- 
ish labor but of forming a closer contact with their 
fellow-Zionists of other groups. In fact, the 
League for Labor Palestine can honestly welcome 
every Zionist except the Revisionist. 


Moreover—and this is extremely important— 
the League constitutes the chief means of a united 
Zionist front. An appreciation of and a sympathy 
with Jewish Labor in Palestine and its achieve- 
ments are practical points on which all Zionists 
can unite regardless of other differences. I may 
object to the religious fanaticism of a certain 
group, or to the mixing of Zionism and Galut pol- 
itics of another, but I can unite with both of them 
and they with me in the endorsement and support 
of the remarkable achievements of the Histadrut. 
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One further and most important point: Of 
recent years American Zionism has failed ig-' 
nominiously in attempts at the successful organiza- 
tion of two important elements, our youth and 
our professional men and women. Theoretically, 
Zionism has apparently been too nebulous for any 
large number of our American youth. For the 
professional group, most of whom are liberals, 
the thought of Jewish nationalism becoming 
chauvinism has been a deterrent. The Palestine 
Jewish Labor movement carries with it, on the 
one hand, the undying fervor of youth for social 
justice, and on the other hand, a bitter antagonism 
to national chauvinism. That is why the Revision- 
ist is the one group whom the League for Labor 
Palestine cannot welcome. That is also why the 
League for Labor Palestine is the outstanding or- 
ganization which can rally our youth and intel- 
lectuals. 


LABOR IN AMERICA 
Analysis of the A. F. of L. 


THE significance of the fifty-fifth annual 
convention of the American Federation of Labor, 
held in Atlantic City from October 7th to the 
20th, makes it impossible to give detailed consid- 
eration to such important events as the brief but 
nation-wide strike of the soft coal miners, the 
various strikes on Works Progress Administration 
projects, and the failure by one percent of the 
Newspaper Guild to get the necessary two-thirds 
vote of its membership for affiliations with the 
A. F. of L. 

As mentioned in previous chronicles, the 1934 
convention went on record as favoring industrial 
unionsm in the then unorganized mass production 
industries. There was also mentioned the state- 
ment by an important state federation official of 
the strong labor party sentiment at the 1934 con- 
vention. 

This year, industrial unionsm was defeated in 
the convention by a vote of 18,025 to 10,924, and 
while there is no published statement of the Labor 
Party vote, a writer in the New Leader esti- 
mates it as no more than 5000 from out a total 
of 31,000 votes. ; 

Why, then, has the convention been hailed as 
historic and as marking the signal advance of a 
more progressive trend within the Federation? 
This widely held, and in the opinion of this writer, 
correct opinion can be understood if one contrasts 
the actual discussion on the floor in the two con- 
ventions. Last year’s declaration on industrial 
unionism was properly characterized by a craft 
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union delegate as a voluntary resignation of fu- 
ture rights by the craft unions. Perhaps this res- 
ignation, now proven to be more apparent than 
real, was the result of pressure not from within 
the labor movement but from government circles 
which had been insisting on the inadequacy of the 
“horizontal” craft union for code-making pur- 
poses under the N.R.A. This year, the issue arose 
not only over the protests of the newly organized 
international unions in rubber and automobile 
fields, but from the protests of the Mine, Mill and 
Smelter Workers’ Union, which has had an indus- 
trial charter since 1911, and from the brewery 
workers’ union, also an old affiliate of the Federa- 
tion. Both of these charged serious “raids” on 
membership and strike-breaking separate agree- 
ments by the craft unions. The craft unions, which 
preceded and founded the A. F. of L. and gave it 
its loose form and restricted powers, responded by 
contrasting the failure of these unions with the 
successful gains made for their members by the 
craft unions, especially among the powerful build- 
ing trades organizations. The metal miners and 
brewery workers had only 650 votes to their 
credit. The balance came from industrial organ- 
izations whose jurisdiction was not being threat- 
ened, from city and state central federations 
whose influence is greater than their votes. The 
only important recruits from the craft union ranks 
were the unions in the printing and publishing 
industry. 

In other words, the poll this year actually rep- 
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resented, except for perhaps 1000 votes, unions 
already organized on an industrial basis. Of these, 
the coal miners with their 4000 votes were most 
important. But the needle trades unions, under 
progressive Jewish influence, also accounted for 
about 3000 votes. In previous years, these indus- 
trial unions have been content with making their 
own gains without pressing for industrial union- 
ism in the unorganized industries. This year, they 
used their strength, which amounted to one-third 
of the total—larger than ever before—in a new 
way. It is significant that the committee which re- 
ported on this matter was split eight to seven 
against industrial unionism. A close tie, not to 
be forgotten if one is discouraged by the vote of 
only 33%. The future of industrial unionism, 
lies, as Gorman of the textile workers succinctly 
put it, not with breaking the old craft unions, but 
with building up the voting strength of the advo- 
cates of industrial unionism. In the last analysis 
the issue is settled not by Green or other officials, 
but by voting power. 


What is the hope in this direction? J. L. Lewis 
of the coal miners, no fiery radical himself, de- 
livered perhaps the most detailed and drastic cri- 
tique of the Federation. He brought into the rec- 
ord the death in the last year of several hundreds 
of the federal unions organized the previous year. 
What can the mass of semi-skilled and unskilled 
do if their key fellow-workers in the skilled crafts 
are “‘pulled out’ of their unions, if they are con- 
fronted with an unprecedented record of em- 
ployer terrorism, with the increasing use of the 
military arm of state and local governments 
against labor, with the phenomenal growth of 
company unionism especially in the large plants. 
The answer is that they are revolting and organ- 
izing, not always successfully, but courageously. 
In answer to the statement of Secretary Perkins 
of the U. S. Labor Department that industrial un- 
rest has abated, Gorman pointed to the steady in- 
crease in the number of strikes in the last year. 
None oi these has involved as many workers as 
the 1934 textile strike. But they represent a far- 
flung industrial and geographical resistance to the 
employers’ post-NRA policy of wage cutting and 
discrimination. 

In addition to the answer of industrial union- 
ism, Gorman of the textile workers, proposed a 
Labor Party. 
Roosevelt administration to check the violation 
of civil and constitutional rights in the south 
where the Democrats reign unchallenged. Despite 
the small vote in the convention for the Labor 
Party (men like Lewis and Howard of the typo- 
graphers who stood for industrial unionism, did 
not cast their votes for this latter policy) there is 
no doubt that this coming year will see the spring- 
ing up of local and state labor parties in many 


areas. 


He pointed to the failure of the. 
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Those who view the convention as marking 
progress, can point, too, to the passage of the res- 
olution for a Workers’ Rights Amendment to the 
Federal Constitution. This proposal, originally 
drafted by Morris Hillquit, which would limit the 
right of the Supreme Court to pass on social leg- 
islation, was rescued from oblivion by the skill of 
the delegates of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union. A resolution for re-affili- 
ation with the International Federation of Trade 
Unions, was favorably referred to the Executive 
Council. This breakdown of American isolation 
from international labor was even more marked 
in the strongly worded report, delivered by Woll, 
protesting against the terrors and injustices in the 
Nazi regime, in the continuance of the German 
boycott, in the support of the Labor Chest for the 
Victims of Fascism, and in the endorsement by 
labor of a boycott on American participation in 
the World Olympic games to be held in Berlin. 


The proceedings were not without their over- 
tones of irony. Louis Stark of the New York 
Times, who so ably reported the convention pro- 
ceedings, follows his account of the recommenda- 
tion of the Executive Council for expulsion of 
communists from all unions with the resolution on 
the continuance of the German boycott until Ger- 
many has recognized the rights of all minorities. 
In its final form the anti-communist resolution re- 
stricted itself to a rule for city and state federa- 
tions. This represented a victory not so much for 
the defenders of minority rights as for the jealous 
protectors of the autonomy of each international 
union. 


What emerges from the closely packed 832 
page report of the proceedings is a sense of tre- 
mendous vitality within the ranks of the A. F. of 
L., and the realization that if it is to attain the 
goal of 25,000,000 membership set in 1932 (in- 
stead of 3,000,000 as: now) not only self-criti- 
cism and a broadened scope of interest but vig- 
orous action is necessary. The writers in the “lib- 
eral’ periodicals may still advise A. F. of L. advo- 
cates of industrial unionism and a Labor Party 
that the air outside is freer. The labor mem- 
bers know too well from their own experience with 
the forces of American plutocracy, the past fail- 
ures of American “independent” unionism and the 
tragedy of the dual movement in Germany that a 
split in the ranks of the only organization that 
can speak for even 3,000,000 workers at this cru- 
cial time would be suicidal. The disillusionment 
with the New Deal, the slight improvement this 
past year in employment and income of the labor 
group also gives labor a “breathing spell.” The 
signs are that it will use it to turn from 
dependence on government aid to the vital tasks 
in the industrial and political field which only 
labor and its allies can accomplish. 
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BOOKS 


THE SOIL MOTIF 


ae Palestinian Hebrew fiction under- 
takes to mirror the idealistic as well as the disheartening 
aspects of pioneering life. Two recent works by Avigdor 
Hameiri and Elieser Smoli strikingly illustrate this tendency. 
Both novels dramatize Palestinian soil as a factor determin- 
ing the destiny of the individual and the group. 

Hameiri’s Tnuvah (Fruit), a psychological study of emo- 
tional frictions within persons living in a Kvutza (coopera- 
tive farm), presents a conflict between Palestinian agricul- 
tural and industrial mores. When an engineer (Furion) 
asks permission to erect an electrical plant on a small tract 
of land belonging to the group, members of the Kvutza 
lend a deaf ear to his plea. They realize the advantages 
of his project. The company, by paying them a high price, 
will enable the cooperative to expand its agricultural work 
elsewhere. Besides, the country needs electric power which 
will furnish employment to thousands of new Halutzim. 
Still, the prospect of surrendering to an engineer soil which 
their efforts have made fruitful horrifies them. In the end, 
they refuse to sell their ground for purposes of industrial 
development: “We came here not to create a working place 
for workless people but a land for the landless”. 

The refusal of the Kvutza is complicated by the fact 
that Tnuvah, a young woman whose name the settlement 
bears, falls in love with Furion. That she, the zealous 
advocate of a back-to-the-soil ideal, should bow to a passion 
for a mere engineer, a symbol of capitalism and of all that 
is urban in Jewish life, humiliates her: “I love. . . I love a 
man outside the Kvxtza. I am a traitor. I feel a Chinese 
wall between the. Kvutza and myself’, she confesses ab- 
jectly to Aba Uri, the conscience of the Settlement. 

Aba Uri, whose orientation was accompanied by a Kab- 
balist interpretation of Palestine’s place in the life of Jewry, 
comforts the girl. “The great reformers of mankind, the 
great theoreticians of social doctrines had in mind the re- 
demption of men from misery insofar as hunger for food 
is concerned . . . but there is another hunger . . . hunger 
for love . . . for which their theories make no provision.” 
The Kabbalist therefore concludes that Tnuvah must not 
shun Furion. She is no traitor and should go with him, for 
she is his. 

In addition to these personages, Hameiri also introduces 
into his novel psychological studies like John, a ““Halutzied” 
gentile of Holland whose Socialistic dreams come true in 
the milieu of his Tnuvah comrades, and Mazal, a Yemenite 
girl who shed the superstitions of her youth. Hameiri 
indeed succeeds in presenting convincingly the human ele- 
ment of the Kvutza. His excellent evocation of the 
environment, with its conscious triumphs and its un- 
conscious defeats, should appeal to all serious students 
of Palestinian life. 

Unlike Tnuvah, which deals with an entire Kvutza, An- 
she-Bereshit by Elieser Smoli outlines the history of one 
man. Hermoni, tiring of the dull life led by a Shomer 
(who guards the wealth of rich colonists) yearns for a 
stretch of land whereon to raise his children in a “‘natural”’ 
manner. He therefore accepts an offer to care for a new 
forest in Gallilee. Im reward for his services, he would 
receive for personal use a few dunam of Jewish National 
Fund land. Hermoni, his wife and two children emigrate 
to the uninhabited, distant territory, which turns out to con- 
sist of some old woods in process of being destroyed by 
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Arab charcoal burners and an enormous stretch of pasture- 
land in a swampy, malaria-breeding valley. At first Her- 
moni meets with success. He drains the marsh-land and 
his wheat crops give a big yield. The Arab neighbors re- 
alize that his coming is a blessing to them as well as to 
the Jews. But he has an enemy, an Arab chief who finds 
Hermoni’s presence a threat to his income as an exploiter 
of charcoal-burners. In the summer of 1929, when riots 
break out in Palestine, this enemy surrounds Hermoni’s 
new settlement. Hermoni, Tikvah, his wife, Eiton, his son, 
and a group of comrades from a nearby village spend sleep- 
less nights defending their possessions against the Arabs. 
Ultimately, Hermoni’s grain-house is set on fire and all 
his belongings are destroyed. But, Hermoni does not lose 
courage. “Again we have nothing’, he mutters. With 
dawn, he and his son stumble on a plough-share lying 
among the ruins. As they begin to plough, black furrows 
appear. Comments the irrepressible optimist: “Here we 
have opened a new bed, Eiton. We always have to begin 
from Bereshit (from the beginning) .” 

Smoli, even like Hameiri, emphasizes the importance of 
land in the life of the new Jew. To his hero Hermoni, 
land is an altar at which one should worship in humble 
service. According to Hermoni’s philosophy the land sym- 
bolizes the most positive and worthwhile aspect of Zionism. 
Trumpeldor’s “It is good to die for our land” manifests 
itself in Hermoni’s clinging to earth. 

Unlike Hameiri, Smoli is a newcomer to Hebrew litera- 
ture. Notwithstanding the immaturity of his style, his 
novel has potency and vitality. Perhaps his greatest appeal 
lies in the fact that he epically conceives heroes who refuse 
to give up, no matter how great their hardships. His main 
character is a banner-bearer of the back-to-the-land move- 
ment who teaches his son the Torah of land and labor, the 
law of constructive work which will perform the miracle 
of settling a landless people in its ancient land. 

“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” 

JUDAH PILCH 


IN THE CLEVER PRESENT 


TIME: THE PRESENT. by Tess Slesinger. Simon & 
Schuster. $2.50 


ewe looking for the sustained brilliance of ‘The 
Unpossessed” will miss it in this collection of short 
stories by Tess Slesinger. The stories are uneven in quality, 
obviously proceeding from various stages in Miss Slesinger’s 
literary evolution. The high spot of the group is “Missis 
Flinders”, the last chapter of “The Unpossessed” which 
appears as an independent short story in the present col- 
lection. This by-now classic account of a woman's taxi- 
ride with her husband after an abortion, shows the fullest 
scope of the author's talent. For dramatic value the abor- 
tion scene has replaced the seduction scene in contemporary 
literature. The tears once shed for the heroine’s lost virtue 
are now reserved for her lost embryo. Sophisticated des- 
criptions of the modern scene bear lovely woman’s folly 
with considerably more equaniminty than did Oliver Gold- 
smith. The tragic climax of a lady’s life is now furnished 
by the postlude rather than the prelude of her amours. 
No one has done better with the female psyche in the 
throes of frustrated maternity than Miss Slesinger. In this 
story her notable wit rises to a profound emotional com- 
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prehension. One does not readily forget Mrs. Flinders 
carefully driven by a solicitous taxi-driver, or Mrs. Flinders 
holding a basket of fruit instead of a baby. The contrast 
between this pair of barren intellectuals and the uncritical 
fecundity of the maternity-ward is excellently done. 
Another good story is “White on Black”, a quit un- 
pretentious narration of what happens to a Negro boy and 
girl who had the advantages of an expensive progressive 
school education. This private school, which prides itself 
on being liberal, has a very limited sprinkling of Negro 
students as evidence of its tolerance. The growing gulf 
between the colored children and their white classmates as 
they pass from the easy comradeship of the lower grades 
to adolescence, the tragedy of the Negro boy who realizes 
the unsubstantial character of the liberalism which ends at 
the school-gate and does not even carry over into the school 
dances, are described so effectively without any pyrotechnics 
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that one wonders whether Miss Slesinger does not frequently 
defeat herself by her own cleverness. The more scintillat- 
ing “On being told that her husband has taken his first 
lover’, whose title is self-explanatory, or “After the Party”, 
which lampoons a literary tea, are not nearly as vivid or as 
real as the simpler “White on Black.” 

Several of the stories are definitely commonplace. “Relax 
is All’ is the conventional account of a spinster’s surrender 
to a moment of passion. ‘The answer on the “Magnolia 
Tree”, a long lush story dealing with the suppressions, or 
lack of them in a girls’ school, is equally undistinguished. 
We have read all this before. One should not fail to men- 
tion, however, the haunting pathos of “The Times so Un- 
settl2>d Are.” At her best Miss Slesinger is very good 
indeed, particuarly when her wit is curbed by her deep 
understanding instead of riding roughshod over it. 

MARIE SYRKIN 





ON HEBREW BOOKS 
Tel Aviv 


Reapers of Jewish Frontier may be interested in sta- 
tistical information on the growth of Hebrew book produc- 
tion in Palestine. The figures I am submitting are based on 
statements issued by the larger publishing firms and do not 
include those of the numerous minor establishments: 

Table I 
Hebrew books (in terms of £'s) sold in Palestine: 












































1 RS rt et a 4,000 
1924 6,500 
1925 14,000 
MPs te reer ae oe ue a ee al ha 22,000 
RIE IEE TE IA 29,000 
1928 31,000 
MPD ep retcee tc heels 6 ee Nc Faas ee 34,000 
1930 32,000 
ERR ennai Yael 40,950 
1932 er -_ eee 42,050 
acl ati Le EE a 50,000 
ERR Pare renee ren Uae Ce nee 55,000 

TN aibiistaiiaileciac hei le tesla seit 360,500 


Table I 
Export of Hebrew books (in terms of £’s) sold in 
Diaspora countries: 









































1S) | AI ee en Een SO ee Re ean Aa S57 
1924 is 578 
1925 ROSTER 1,423 
_ eee A EL 889 
OE RISE oa er ARE ee PA Ieee 2,456 
ee 9,149 
REESE SIRI eee Pe 7,775 
1930 ‘ sacueascidssessaue 9,396 
1931 w... 10,231 
a 11,700 
1933 i ... 12,500 
1934 oF 10,892 

Total 77,346 





Altogether, books and pamphlets, totaling £77,892 were 
exported. European countries absorbed £36,344, North 
and South America, £26,192. Asia, Africa and Australia, 
£14,636. All in all, Hebrew books were exported from 
Palestine to 16 countries in Asia, Africa and Australia 
(Adau, Sudan, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Persia (now Iran) Tur- 
key, India, Tunis, Tripoli, Algeria, Morocco, Abyssynia, 
South Africa, and two Australian provinces). 


Table Ill 
Export of Hebrew books (in terms of £’s) to European 
Countries: 
I ici thi anova tiipscioneee 205 







































































Italy 1,066 
Austria 2,997 
England 5,068 
Bulgaria 1,000 
Belgium 1,192 
Germany 5,527 
Denmark 155 
Hungary 672 
Holland 1,900 
Jugo-Slavia 1,200 
Greecr. 656 
Lithuania 999 
Latvia ...... ; 566 
Norway .... 52 
Spain .. 120 
Finland ’ 524 
Poland .... . .. 6,742 
I aisle sccelceasehascoilescshieinapestiem ines aoelints 99 
LOE Te NE ee eee eee eee eee ee eee 1,970 
Czecho-Slovakia - 990 
Switzerland ..... . 790 
- Sweden ............... 5 59 
Roumania I Na aaa tac Satact tutes 5,999 
Soviet Russia bess 511 





Other European Countries ...........---.2-.-.--c--os«s0- 4,959 

Hebrew boo’ss were exported to thirty countries in Eur- 
ope. The leading country importing Hebrew books was 
Poland; the second, Germany; the third, England; the 
fourth, Roumania; the fifth, Austria; the sixth, France; the 
seventh, Holland; the eighth, Jugo-Slavia; the ninth, Bel- 
gium; the tenth, Italy; the eleventh, Bulgaria; and the 
twelfth, Lithuania, One should note that despite the pro- 
hibition of owning, receiving, purchasing, and reading of 
Hebrew books in Soviet Russia, lovers of Hebrew literature 
are somehow managing to receive Hebrew books from Pal- 
estine. It is also noteworthy that Hebrew books are pene- 
trating countries which hitherto have had no Hebrew read- 
ers (Italy Spain, Portugal, Norway, Sweden, Denmark.). 

So far Hebrew books have been exported to 48 countries 
but the maximum sale within Palestine proper has not been 
attained, The increasing immigration, the economic devel- 
opment of the country, and the growing purchasing power 
of the settler will expand the book production within Pal- 
estine. The same is true concerning prospects for increased 
sales in Diaspora countries. The tens of thousands of Heb- 
rew pupils in the Diaspora, the penetration of the Zionist 
idea among new sections, the preparatory work of tens of 
thousands of young men and women entering Palestine as 
halutzim is bound to affect the demand for Hebrew books in 
exiled countries, to increase their export and to introduce 
them into additional countries which thus far have not 
been on the list of purchasers. M. BLUSHAR. 
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NEWS FROM THE FRONTIER 


THE PRESS IN REVIEW 


Why Not More Local Technicians? 
DOAR HAYOM (Jerusalem) 
—September 23, 1935. 


M. Z., commenting editorially on the report that 
the Government decided to bring in English mechanics in 
connection with the water works in Jerusalem, observes 
that while it is quite natural that British officials should be 
brought to Palestine for political, financial and technical 
purposes, there ought to be a limit to the existing policy. 
The knowledge and experience of British officials is of 
immense value, but there should be a definite system afford- 
ing the population of the country greater opportunities for 
participation in its technical work. This applies not only 
to the water works, but to many other projects of public 
utility, There is no reason why large numbers of second- 
rate engineers should be brought from Great Britain instead 
of having the Government employ some of the local Pales- 
tinian engineers, The policy of importing technicians from 
Great Britain is not fair to the population of the country, 
nor is it in accordance with the spirit of the Mandate. 
It deprives the inhabitants of the country of some of 
the advantages to which they are entitled. It is particularly 
unfair that more technical workers of Palestine should not 
be employed in the Jerusalem water works, in view of the 
fact that the chief engineers are English. 


Protection of Native Industries 
DAVAR (Tel-Aviv) 
—October 1, 1935. 


IN AN editorial dealing with the position of 
industry in Palestine, reference is made to the closing of 
the Gerev stocking factory as a result of dumping due to 
the inadequate protection afforded by the Government to 
the young industries in the country, Although such 


THE MONTH 


Hedjaz Railway: A conference to initiate the re- 
sumption of the Hedjaz Railway service between Damascus 
and Medina, which was abandoned when the late Col. T. 
E. Lawrence and his Arab tribesmen wrecked the line dur- 
ing the World War, opened with representatives of Pales- 
tine, Syria and Hedjaz. Cecil Richard Webb, General 
Manager of the Palestine Railways, presided. The confer- 
ence is comprised of experts who will discuss the feasibil- 
ity of repairing the ruined line and take up the politi- 
cal questions involved owing to the passage of the railway 
through the territory of King Ibn Saud. It is declared that 
the latter wishes the railway to extend from the Transjor- 
dan frontier not only to its original destination, Medina, 
but down to Mecca. 


Cement: The largest cement plant in the Near East 
began production as the Nesher Cement Works’ new fac- 
tory started on a production schedule of 1,000 tons daily 
or 20,000 sacks. When the company started business ten 
years ago, its capacity was between 200-300 tons a day. 
Despite this increased ——— building activities in Pal- 
estine are being conducted on so great a scale that the 
country must continue to import cement. 


Radio: That the voice of Palestine will be heard 
throughout the world in three languages—Hebrew, Arabic 


failures are isolated, they nevertheless affect the economic 
position of the Yishuv; much capital, labor and energy are 
wasted. The causes of such failures should be investigated. 
The article attributes the blame to the Jewish public for its 
inadequate appreciation of the importance of supporting 
home industries and for its readiness to buy imported goods 
manufactured by cheap labor. Why, it asks, should it be 
possible for factories in Czechoslovakia and Japan to sell 
their goods in Palestine so cheaply? The explanation must 
be found in the fact that they are surrounded by tariff walls 
enabling them to raise prices in their own country while 
reducing the prices of exported goods to foreign markets. 
Such conditions make it possible for these countries to 
dump their goods into Palestine. The result is that Pales- 
tine is not only prevented from exporting manufactured 
goods, but uses cheap imported goods, a system which is 
ruinous to the country. 

The Government, the article proceeds, has done almost 
nothing by way of assisting the newly founded industries. 
While neglecting them within and declining to protect 
them without, Palestine industry is deprived of the possi- 
bility of developing; the output is limited, and in some 
cases undertakings result in complete failure. Nor is the 
blame of the public to be underrated; the indifference to 
home products and eagerness to procure cheap prices are in 
no small measure responsible for the closing of some of the 
factories. However, if it is not always possible for the pub- 
lic to withstand the temptation of obtaining cheap goods, 
it is the duty of the Government to create such conditions 
as will ensure that Palestine have at least an equal chance 
with foreign industries. New undertakings which in most 
cases receive no assistance whatsoever from the Govern- 
ment, are fully justified in demanding that the economic 
policy of the Government should not be such as to give 
greater privilege and rpeference to foreign goods. 


IN PALESTINE 


and English—beginning in December, was announced by 
the Palestine Broadcasting Company, a branch of the Pal- 
estine Government. Palestine’s first broadcasting station is 
now being completed at Ramallah. Broadcasts will have 
an antenna strength of 20 kilowatts and will operate in the 
600-700 kilocycle band. 


Highway: Construction was started on the highway 
from the capital city of Transjordan to Bagdad, Iraq, thus 
launching an enterprise that is likely to have a revolution- 
ary effect on the development of the entire Middle East, 
for it is hoped eventually that the road will be linked to 
Haifa on the Meditteranean coast and to India by way of a 
Persian thoroughfare. The Iraq Petroleum Company is 
building the road. 


Government Budget: The Palestine Government 
budget for 1935-36, which is announced in an issue of the 
Palestine Gazette, places the Government's expected income 
for the coming year at £5,436,000, or approximately $27,- 
000,000, Expenditures for this period are estimated at 
£4,863,000. The government anticipates a surplus of £600,- 
000, or approximately $3,000,000, for 1935-36. The total 
surplus in the Government Tr at the end of August, 
1935 reached a record figure of £5,824,515, or approxi- 
mately $29,100,000. 
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A Hebrew Poet: Saul Tschernichowsky, foremost 
Hebrew poet, was made a Commander of the Order of 
White Rose by the Government of Finland, in recognition 
of his translation into Hebrew of the greater part of Fin- 
land’s classic, Kalivala. The unusual award to a Hebrew 
writer brought with it an invitation from the Finnish 
Ambassador at London for Tschernichowsky to come to 
London for the presentation. 


Archaeology: Archaeologists have discovered an an- 
cient Temple, dating back to 3,000 B.C., the Early Bronze 
Age, on the Biblical site of Ai, where Abraham built his 
first altar to Jehovah. The find was made by a Palestinian 
woman, Judith Krause Marquet, whose work was originally 
financed by the late Baron Edmond de Rothschild of Paris 
and which is now being continued by the French National 
Museum. The site of Ai is first mentioned in Genesis, 
Chapter 12, Verse 8. The place of the excavation 
is at Dir Diwan, near Ramallah, seven miles north 
of Jerusalem, Found in the Temple are fragments of obla- 
tions with unique potsherds peculiar to the Early Bronze 
Age. Complete fortifications of the structure were also 
uncovered and reveal that the building was destroyed about 
2,000 B.C. Miss Marquet also found a huge gate belonging 
to the earliest period of the city of Ai, According to the 
Biblical account, the city was conquered immediately after 
the capture of Jericho. But this version is disproved by the 
archaelogical findings. Ai is known as the oldest example 
of a fortified city and palace-sanctuary so far unearthed in 
Palestine, The newest addition to archaeological knowledge 
confirms the belief that Ai was destroyed, apparently by 
fire, during the Patriarchal era. 
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German settlement: The total amount contributed 
by Jews throughout the world, as of August 31st, to aid 
the settlement of German Jews in Palestine was £237,500 
(approximately $1,187,000), according to a report cover- 
ing the period since September, 1933 issued by Dr. Georg 
Landauer, Secretary of the Jewish Agency's Central Bureau 
for the Settlement of German Jews in Palestine. This total 
included the gifts of various countries received at the cen- 
tral office in London amounting to £102,000; specially ear- 
marked funds for youth immigration, £52,000; Central 
British Fund, £57,000; Alexandria Committee to Aid Anti- 
Semitic Victims, £13,000; special donations of £9,000; ear- 
marked funds for water supply for refugee settlers, £2,500; 
and collections from loans, £2,000, The expenditures in- 
curred to August 31st totalled £199,500 for the following 
activities: buildings for adult settlers, £31,000; buildings 
for youths, £20,000; grants to farm households to care for 
groups and individuals, £12,000; maintenance for youths, 
£56,000; urban and rural training, £45,000; establishment 
of a special colony, Kfar Yedidia, from funds contributed 
by the Jews of Alexandria, £12,000; establishment of spe- 
cial German Jewish preparatory works and a colonization 
company, £10,000; irrigation and water supply company, 
£5,000; purchase of lands, settlement, preparations and aid 
to individuals, £15,000; constructive loans, £8,000; social 
relief, £5,000; grants to academic workers, £4,000; culture 
and education, £3,000; information service for immigrants, 
£3,500. A special campaign for German Jews held in 
Palestine in 1933 yielded £10,500. The principal expendi- 
tures included assistance to agricultural colonization, £3,- 
000; information, etc., £2,500; social relief, £2,200; con- 
structive loans, £1,000; culture and education, £600; cam- 
paign expenses, £1,200. 


IN THE COLONIES 


Dagania Aleph, first Avutza in Palestine, founded in 
1910 by ten workers, including A. D. Gordon and Joseph 
Bussel, recently marked the completion of its 25th anniver- 
sary. Today the colony has 400 settlers, The Hebrew press 
publishes editorials congratulating the colony on the prog- 
ress that it made and the example it set forth the rest of 
Palestine. Officers of the £vutza issued a manifesto thanking 
the Zionist movement as well as the labor movement for 
the support and sympathy extended to their work during 
the years of the £vutza’s existence. 


The completion of the first forty houses in Irgun Beha- 
draga, a new rural settlement near Petach Tikva, financed 
by the Palestine Economic Corporation of New York, was 
celebrated by the 74 Jewish families who inhabit the vil- 
lage. Established on 470 dunam of Keren Kayemet land, 
the new settlement is one of the agricultural workers’ type, 
in which the household farmyard is stressed. The colony 
concentrates on vegetables, eggs and dairy products, instead 
of emphasizing orange planting. Each settler participates 
in the construction of the houses to the extent of £52. The 
financing is done through the Loan Bank of the P.E.C. at 
Jerusalem. 


The discovery of water, one of the most joyous events 
in the career of a settlement, was celebrated at Ain Eron 
in Samaria, where a group of new labor settlements was 
inaugurated and the finding of abundant water marked. 


Forty houses have already been erected in the area and 
building continues rapidly. 


The acquisition of 200 additional dunam of land adja- 
cent to the colony of Kfar Saba on which a new workers’ 
quarter on a cooperative basis will be built was announced 
today by the Keren Kayemet (Jewish National Fund) to 
whom the land was transferred. The new quarter will 
provide for two sections totaling 160 families, of which 
100 will engage in agriculture and 60 in artisanry. It is 
hoped thereby to increase the proportion of Jewish labor 
to be employed in the vicinity of the Kfar Saba orange 
groves. There will now be five labor quarters surrounding 
Kfar Saba in which an aggregate of $150,000 has been 
invested by Jewish national institutions, including the 
Keren Hayesod, Jewish Agency colonizing instrument. The 
present purchase cost $50,000. 


English imports of Palestine oranges have increased sharp- 
ly as a result of the embargo on trade with Italy arising 
from the present situation in Ethiopia, it was learned 
from London where the first shipment from Palestine’s new 
citrus season was received, The curtailment of citrus im- 
ports from Italy has brought a greater demand for the 
Palestine product. The new citrus season, which opened 


in Palestine on October 1st, indicates prospects of a larger 
crop than last year, when more than seven and a half mil- 
lion cases of citrus fruits were sold abroad. 


Cables via Palcor 
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Our Buffalo Youth Convention 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


U itizing every means of locomotion at the dis- 
posal of impecunious but determined youth—truck, fliver, 
and thumb—delegates to the thirteenth convention of the 
Young Poale Zion Alliance descended upon Buffalo in 
October for four days of sessions, strikingly characterized 
by a lack of mere verbosity and an abundance of toil. For 
the first time the Y.P.Z.A. found itself without the need for 
prolonged ideological clarification. The delegates knew 
what they wanted—and what they wanted was action! 

Why has Socialist-Zionism hitherto been slow to appeal 
to American Jewish youth? What are the plans that 
emerge from Buffalo which open the way to wider circles? 
Two major pre-convention developments must be con- 
sidered: 


The metamorphosis of our youth organization from a 
Yiddish speaking, foreign-born group to an indigenous 
American movement is completed. In the infant days of 
the American Socialist Zionist movement, Yiddish was a 
shibboleth. English was then looked upon as a passing 
medium that would be gradually replaced by Yiddish. As 
recently as 1931 the movement could not objectively ap- 
praise the culture pattern of American Jewish youth and 
even endeavored to issue Yiddish material against the odds 
of an English-reading audience. Most of the delegates to 
this year’s convention were themselves born and raised on 
this continent and contrasted sharply with types more 
common at earlier gatherings, Buffalo, 1935, marks the 
completion of the adaptation of Socialist Zionism to Ameri- 
can Jewish youth, 


The second of the factors setting the tone of the move- 
ment have been developments in Zionist and international 
affairs. The youth movement, while propounding the ideas 
of Socialist Zionism and leading a relatively large number 
of its members to the realization of its philosophy through 
Halutziut, pioneering in Palestine, is only now able to 
approach the wider mass of Jewish youth. The Buffalo 
delegates came aware of the fact that what once was clear to 
a limited number of devoted comrades is now, thanks to the 
crisis in Jewish life and the disintegration of the accepted 
social order, becoming intelligible to others. Crisis is whip- 
ping recalcitrants into line. 


An ideological war was declared on Jewish youth as yet 
outside our ranks. Every session was devoted to strategy. 

Halutziut is axiomatically accepted by the Y.P.Z.A. 2s 
the core of its program. With scores of its members already 
pioneering in Palestine as living testimonials to the ability 
of America to produce genuine Halutzim, and with scores 
of members preparing to join them in the near future, the 
Y.P.Z.A. had only to reaffirm its position on Halutziut. 
The delegates, many of whom were under the eighteen-year 
age limit for joining Hechalutz showed grave concern for 
their proper preparation. . Strategy, to cope with an already 
existing situation, called for the adoption of a training pro- 
gram beginning in the younger ranks of the movement. 

In addition to attending to their own intra-organizational 
Halutz activities, Y.P.Z, are being called upon to set the 
pace for the other members of Hechalutz. 

This idological war manifesto, should it be codified, 
would read: “Better Halutzim from America! More Halu- 
tziut for America!” 

The second line of our attack is fronted against radical 
youth “of Jewish origin, indifferent to Jewish problems.’ 
The recent death of Arcadi Kramer, father of the Jewish 





@ By Nathan Guttman 


Socialist Bund, brings to mind the intellectual struggle to 
reconcile Socialism and Zionism in the 1890’s. The Y.P. 
Z.A. is prepared to fight on American soil for the ideas 
which in Europe are being vindicated by the relentless 
march of events that pronounces our social ills insoluble 
save through national redemption. The Y.P.Z.A. at Buffalo 
threw down the gauntlet to Jewish Socialists and Commu- 
nists, and challenged their anti-Zionism in the face of con- 
temporary realities, 

On the right flank, the Y.P.Z.A. launched a broadside 
on Zionist and Jewish youth circles. Now Labor Zionism 
is the recipient of many bouquets and much flattery. True, 
Zionists generally acknowledge the hegemony of Labor, and 
profess their sympathies. Zionist youth groups are awaken- 
ing to the idea of Halutziut. But the Y.P.Z.A. is not satis- 
fied with the superficial contents of these Zionist youth 
groups, and will strive to establish mutual relationships 
that will lead to an intensification of Zionist understanding. 
“Know thyself—know Zionism—know Labor Zionism’”— 
such was the challenge flung to our Zionist colleagues. 


Jewish institutions of learning must be stormed by young 
Labor Zionists. Jewish education is seeking something 
vivid and proximate to the life of the American Jewish 
child. Although Zionism has come up for consideration 
in more progressive institutions, it has yet to receive its 
due attention. The embodiment of the Zionist philosophy 
in Jewish education has become imperative, both because 
of the weak content of our curricula and because Zionism 
must begin its training at an early age. The symbiotic 
relationship between Zionism and the Jewish school is 
becoming more apparent. Its areas 3 composed largely 
of Talmud Torah and Folk Shulen products, the Y.P.Z.A. 
are looking upon their alma maters to make Jewish educa- 
tion truly Zionist. 


The convention approved the plan of the National Execu- 
tive for its children’s educational organization—the Zionist 
Pioneer Youth Habonim. Work among children has here- 
tofore been carried on unsystematically. In January of this 
year, the first steps toward the introduction of a planned 
program for children were taken, and Habonim was in- 
augurated as a Halutz scouting movement. To it, the Halutz 
is the man of productive labor, the socialized being and 
the standard-bearer of national renaissance. Habonim is 
patterned after the Labor settlements in Palestine, and its 
Hebrew terminology serves to enhance the Labor Zionist 
environment of the child. Recognizing Halutziut as the 
spear-head of its educational program, Habonim also in- 
corporates social and cultural elements that provide for a 
purposeful life in the American Jewish community. It 
will eventually assist in precipitating Socialism in America. 


The successful summer camps of the Y.P.Z.A. have 
reached the stage where the organization looks forward to 
having all its members attend next summer. Summer 
Kvutzot, (named after the collective colonies in Palestine, 
which they emulate) are scheduled to be established in 
various parts of the country. These Kvwtzot enrich the 
social and cultural life of our youth. The Kvztza, which 
is operated by its members, has given them their first taste 
of communal living. The Kvzizot will eventually introduce 
agriculture as one of their major activities, thus increasing 
the similarity between camping experiences and a life of 
cooperative labor. The singing and dancing, the hauling 
of wood, the peeling of potatoes and the construction of 
a house in the fastnesses of the Catskills are rehearsals fot 
pioneer life in Palestine. 
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Common Denominator of Zionism 


Tue Zionist tools of the Histadrut—cooperative 
labor institutions, youth pioneer training, a certain fresh 
Hebrew cultural direction—these have long since passed 
from the hands of a special labor group and have become 
the property of the whole people. With this common 
denominator of Zionism, the League for Labor Palestine 
truly constitutes a growing united Zionist front. And for 
eleven years the National Labor Committee has by its yearly 
campaigns acted as. the ambassador of labor in Palestine 
for all the Jewish groups in America who instinctively 
turned to the richest forces in Zionism, The existence of 
the National Labor Committee has made ties with labor and 
with far-flung Jewish. communities in the United States 
and Canada. It has been an impetus to the rise of halutz- 
ism. No one will ever quantitatively gauge the psychologi- 
cal effect of the yearly routine of a Gewerkshaften Cam- 

aign on our awakening to Labor Zionism. The League 
for Labor Palestine and the National Labor Committee are 
a bridge, as it were, to Zionism, and the future. 

An immediate and suggestive portent of this direction is 
the new position of N. Chanin, the Secretary of the Jewish 
Socialist Farband. His article in the Weker marks a fun- 
damental change of heart to Palestine. The Socialist Far- 
band was the only body in American Jewish life which 
conducted a stubborn opposition to work in Palestine—an 
opposition of thirty years. Now Palestine holds a Jewish 
population of more than 350,000 and an organized labor 
nucleus of 80,000. Their social and economic institutions, 
their cultural vitality are breaking down the last walls of 
opposition. Today Mr, Chanin generously and courageously 
regrets the isolation of this vast productive life of Jewish 
workers in Palestine by a group of American comrades. A 
revision of attitude is on the threshold. We salute this 
generosity and forthright change of heart. 

Labor Zionism has reached miaturity as a constructive 
force. It is the objective of an economically uprooted 
Jewish youth and of middle class and workers’ groups who 
recognize the inevitable course for a stable economy in 
Palestine. The Nineteenth Zionist Congress was the climax 
of labor’s full acceptance in the Zionist ranks. The reports 
submitted by veterans of the General Zionists on funda- 
mental spheres of action were emphatic endorsements of 
labor’s program of colonization. Ussishkin pointed out the 
evils of land speculation—the danger of rugged individual- 
ism in our young economy. Ruppin conveyed the sound- 
ness of our agricultural labor settlements, of the Kvxtzot 
as well as the Moshve Ovdim—a victory of cooperative 
colonization. Henrietta Szold’s accounting of German chil- 
drens’ adaptation in the Kvutzot was a practical scientific 
demonstration—a justification—of our work, 


To-day there is no other fundamentally constructive Zion- 
ism, The future inherits labor’s program of these past 
few years, The General Zionists have made an attempt to 
formulate a new declaration—algemeinen Zionism—but in 
the test of practical policies of entering the country and 
colonizing it soundly, labor's social and economic theory 
stands the scrutiny of need and meets the obligation of 
the future. 


How did Labor Zionism accomplish all this? It has 
produced these creative economic and social forces because 
it succeeded in satisfying the fundamental needs of the 
Jewish masses. The strength of the Histadrut is, after all, 
the product of the pioneering spirit and the self-sacrificing 
contribution of thousands during the past thirty years— 
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those thousands who have struggled with themselves and 
the rigors of nature. The first halutzim who once were 
patronized by the colonists have been recognized by his- 
tory as the groundwork of Palestine. Loneliness, seclusion, 
sacrifice and conviction were the real political and redeem- 
ing forces, History has an ultimate sense of justice. 

This is the record and the history which confront mem- 
bers of the League for Labor Palestine. These struggles, 
problems and achievements become our responsibility. We 
mobilize sympathy and understanding for the Histadrut. 
We build in America an intelligent and loyal group of 
fellow-travellers for the reconstructian of our national life 
in Eretz Israel. 
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MAX BROD lives in Prague and is the president of 
the Society of German Writers in Czecho-Slo- 
vakia. His two well-known books in English 
translation are Redemption of Tycho Brache and 
Reubeni, Prince of the Jews, Lately he has pub- 
lished Heidentum, Christentum, Judentum. 


BERL KATZENELSON, the editor of Davar, Pales- 











tine labor daily newspaper, was appointed by the 


19th Zionist Congress to the Culture Commis- 
sion which includes Martin Buber and Sholom 








Asch. 


HARRY SLOCHOWER, formerly a Guggenheim 
Fellow and now professor of German, is the 
author of Richard Dehmel (burned by the 
Nazis) and Contemporary Philosophy in Amer- 
ica. He has contributed to the Encyclopedia of 
Social Sciences and numerous publications and 
is at work on Culture Under Nazism and Three 
Ways of Modern Man, 

VLADIMIR KAPLUN-KOGAN, is a sociologist 
well-known in Europe for his scientific studies 
on the migration of Jews. 


MICHAEL ASAF is on the staff of Davar and an 
authority on the history and political movements 
of the Arabs. 


EDWARD L. ISRAEL has appeared before com- 
mittees of Congress and public mass meetings 
on social questions and legislation. He is presi- 
dent of the Seaboard Zionist Region and impar- 
tial chairman of the men’s clothing industry in 
Baltimore. 


PINCHAS CRUSO is the National Secretary of The 
League for Labor Palestine. 

HENRY MONTOR is the director of the Palcor 
News Agency. 

NATHAN GUTTMAN is twenty-two years old, a 
graduate in dairy husbandry from the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota and member of the National 
Executive of Y.P.Z.A. 


ELSIE GLUCK is educational director of the Wo- 
men’s Trade Union League and teaches at the 
New School for Social Research. 





THE LEAGUE 


INTENSIVE membership campaigns and plan- 
ned cultural programs are in full swing after the interrup- 
tion of summer. 


Brooklyn Chapter started its activities with a public 
meeting attended by 250, addressed by Sophie Udin and 
Rose Stoloff. They are carrying on an energetic member- 
ship campaign, and have made plans for participation in 
the Gewerkshaften Campaign. The first is a Theatre Party 
which will take place on Election Eve, November 4th; the 
play—‘‘Remember the Day”. 


Three Hebrew-speaking branches of the League received 
Moshe Frumansky, Palestine delegate to the Hashomer Hat- 
sair, and are now meeting regularly twice a month. They 
are planning to conduct periodical Hebrew Forums in New 
York City. 


Bronx Groups had a general meeting at which Dr. Abraham 
Duker spoke on the condition of European Jewry, and 
Pinchas Cruso on the recent Zionist Congress. 


Social Workers’ Group constitutes a new unit of social 
workers organized as part of the League. Rabbi Ira Eisen- 
stein addressed the organizational meeting. 


Philadelphia: The first meeting of the season took the 
form of a banquet. The first monthly Forum, in Novem- 
ber, will have Hayim Greenberg as speaker; the second— 
in December—Rabbi Edward L. Israel. 


Cleveland: The first general meeting took place, at 
which a plan of work for the year was adopted. Professor 
Harry Goldblatt, of Western Reserve University was elected 
the new chairman of the League group. The Cleveland 
Professional League group is planning a general meeting 
with Rabbi Samuel Wohl as guest speaker. 


Milwaukee: A group of League members and others in 
the Labor Zionist movement have undertaken to raise 500 
Jewish Frontier subscriptions in Milwaukee, and have made 
a good beginning. Among the most active people in the 
committee are Mr. L. Fink, and Mr. M. Weingrad. 

San Francisco: League chapters in San Francisco have 
worked out a comprehensive cultural program for the year 
under the direction of Jacob J. Weinstein who is now in 
San Francisco, 


Los Angeles: Charles Brown, just returned from a short 
visit to Palestine, has addressed meetings of League groups 
in Los Angeles. 

Washington: A group is in process of being organized, 
and a mass meeting is being planned by the initiative com- 
mittee, with Rabbi Edward L. Israel as guest speaker. 


Baltimore: The Hashomer Organization, affiliated with 
the League as a complete unit, has heard several lectures on 
Palestinian themes from Dr. Herman Seidel who has just 
returned from the Congress and from Palestine. 


Minneapolis: The League chapter gave a reception to 
Dr. M. N. Levine, upon his return from the Congress and 
Palestine. 

Boston: The first meeting of the season (October 
15th) worked out a cultural program for small study 
groups. Plans are being made for a large mass meeting 
under the auspices of the League and Rabbi Edward Israel. 

Pittsburgh: The League group under the leadership of 
Mr. S. Fuss, has resumed its activities, and one of its first 
undertakings was a public meeting with Rabbi Samuel 
Wohl as speaker. 

Detroit: The English-speaking group in Detroit met with 
the Honorable James Ellman who gave his impressions of 
Palestine and Europe. On November 10th, a lecture will 
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be given by Rabbi Leon Feuer of Toledo under the auspices 
of the League. On that evening the membership campaign 
will be launched. Preparations are also being made for a/ 
Jewish Frontier Campaign. 


Toronto: On October 28th the League will hold a large | 
public meeting with Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath. 


Yakhin: 


News of two new settlements which are now 
being built by Yakhin, the cooperative contracting and col- 
onization agency in Palestine, draws great interest among 
Jewish circles. The first settlement known as Karkur is 
being built in a region of eight nearby settlements. Karkur — 
is located on the main road between Tel Aviv and Jaffa, 7 
It is near a railroad station and conveniently connects this 
settlement with all other Jewish cities and villages. Karkur | 
is an ideal place for all those who are interested in mixed 5 
farming and citrus plantations, The second settlement is” 
Kiryat Anovim B. This new form of colonization—hill 
farming—has been introduced by Yakhin. Kiryat Anovim © 
is located on the hill and is only a half-hour’s distance 7 
from Jerusalem by auto, and an hour from Tel Aviv. The 7 
spot has good soil and a healthy climate. It is particularly 
adaptable as a summer resort place, This enables residents 
of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to spend summer months in 
Kiryat Anovim and at the same time remain in close con- 7 
tact with their homes and businesses. Kiryat Anovim B © 
is built near the Kvutza Kiryat Anovim, one of the few =~ 
Jewish settlements on the hills. Yakhin has prepared a 
plan for settlers who would like to operate summer resorts, — 
as well as for those interested only in farming. 


(Headquarters of Yakhin in America are located at 
1225 Broadway in New York City) 
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